
Grifols Composting 
Success

2013 - Present



2 BUSINESS ONLY

Kitchen/Cafeteria Waste



3 BUSINESS ONLY

WWTP Sludge
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Filter Pads 
and Paste
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Back in the hands of the employees….

The Five Steps to Successful Composting (At Grifols)

Give away ~150 cubic yards each year.

Give Give the compost away

Provide Provide Training and feedback

Consider Consider costs

Add Add compost to existing waste streams

Choose Choose a collection container
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Step one –
Find 

someone to 
process your 

waste
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Open 
storage/ 
treatment 
lagoon

Hog barns

Hog barns

Hog barns

Hog barns

Greenhouse Greenhouse

1

2

3

6
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Transfer 
station for 
organic waste: 
Trucks bring 
discarded 
produce from 
supermarkets 
(and Grifols) to 
add to the mix.

Thermophilic 
(Heated) anaerobic 
digester:  Microbes 
break down the waste 
and produce methane.

Psychrophilic (Ambient) 
anaerobic digester: Original 
covered lagoon-style 
anaerobic digester.  Still in 
use, but not strictly  necessary 
now that the farm has 
installed the heated digester.

Ammonia 
reduction 
system

Cleaned Wastewater 
recycled to flush 
waste from barns and 
water for greenhouse

Waste is 
flushed 
from barns

Biogas: Used to 
run boilers to heat 
the greenhouse.

4

5

Biogas:  Rich 
in methane.  Digestate:  Stabilized, 

cured, dewatered and 
spread on farm as 
organic compost.  

Wastewater

Waste

Biogas:  Rich 
in methane.  

Irrigate Crops:
Used to water 
cover crops.

PRESENTING THE SUCCESS – FULL CIRCLE RECYCLE (Previously)
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Step one –
Find 

someone to 
process your 

waste
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Step two –
Communi-

cate effort to 
all

Link

https://players.brightcove.net/2468238097001/default_default/index.html?videoId=6265314007001
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Step Three 
- Inspect

Link

https://grifols1.sharepoint.com/teams/T-GTLISO14001InternalAudit11-2019/Shared%20Documents/General/Solid%20Waste/Solid%20Waste%20-%20Waste%20Minimization/Dumpster%20Dives/Feb%202022/Grifols%20March%203%202022%20Dumpster%20Dive%20Env%20Score.docx?web=1
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Questions?  - David Auge - 919-359-4375
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