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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
On April 18, 2007 a public hearing for the “Redesignation Demonstration and Maintenance Plan 
for the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, North Carolina 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area” was 
held.  The hearing was held at the North Carolina Division of Air Quality (NCDAQ) Central 
Office located at 2728 Capital Boulevard, Raleigh, North Carolina.  The purpose of this hearing 
was to inform interested parties on the 8-hour ozone redesignation demonstration and 
maintenance plan and to solicit comments from the public.  The public comment period closed 
April 20, 2007.   
 
According to the Public Hearing Registration Forms, a total of three (3) non-NCDAQ people 
attended the Public Hearing and no one registered to speak.  Only the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency submitted written comments.  However, the comments 
received were not on the redesignation demonstration and maintenance plan, but rather to inform 
the NCDAQ about the recent D.C. Circuit Court decision to vacate the 8-hour ozone Phase I 
implementation rule.  
 
Based on the information contained in this report, I recommend the following: 
 
I recommend that the “Redesignation Demonstration and Maintenance Plan for the Raleigh-
Durham-Chapel Hill, North Carolina 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area” be approved to move 
forward. 
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Hearing Officer’s Report 
for 

Redesignation Demonstration and Maintenance Plan  
for The Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, North Carolina  

8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area 
 

May 1, 2007 
 

Michael Landis 
 

On April 18, 2007 a public hearing for the “Redesignation Demonstration and Maintenance Plan 
for the Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, North Carolina 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area” was 
held.  The hearing was held at the North Carolina Division of Air Quality (NCDAQ) Central 
Office located at 2728 Capital Boulevard, Raleigh, North Carolina.  The purpose of this hearing 
was to inform interested parties on the 8-hour ozone redesignation demonstration and 
maintenance plan and to solicit comments from the public.  The public comment period closed 
April 20, 2007. 
 
Background 
 
The area surrounding Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, North Carolina (i.e. the Triangle area) was 
designated nonattainment for the 8-hour ozone NAAQS on April 30, 2004 (69 Federal Register 
23858).  The Triangle nonattainment area includes Durham, Franklin, Granville, Johnston, 
Orange, Person and Wake Counties and Baldwin, Center, New Hope and Williams Townships in 
Chatham County.  The nonattainment designation was an action taken by the U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) under Section 107(d) of the Clean Air Act (CAA).  
The CAA requires that some area be designated as nonattainment if a monitor is found to be in 
violation of a NAAQS.  The USEPA took designation action in 2004 based on the ambient data 
from 2001-2003.  At that time, the regional design value, the highest monitor’s design value, was 
0.094 parts per million (ppm). 
 
There are currently eight ozone monitors located throughout the Triangle nonattainment area and 
the latest regional design value is 0.080 ppm, based on the data from 2004-2006.  Therefore, the 
Triangle area is in attainment of the 8-hour ozone NAAQS and eligible to be considered for 
redesignation to attainment.   
 
The State of North Carolina has implemented permanent and enforceable reductions in ozone 
precursor emissions in the Triangle area.  These actions include implementing the on-board 
diagnostic vehicle inspection and maintenance program that was phased-in in the Triangle 
nonattainment area from July 1, 2002 through July 1, 2004, and an open burning ban during 
ozone action days.  In addition, there have been several State rules that have resulted in 
reductions in emissions in nearby areas that have resulted in lower ozone levels at the monitor.  
These State actions include the NOx SIP Call rules, the Clean Smokestacks legislation, and 
heavy-duty engine stop-gap rule for model years 2005 and 2006.  Finally, several actions at the 
Federal level by the USEPA have resulted in lower emissions throughout the eastern portion of 
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the country.  These Federal actions include the Tier II engine standards for light and medium 
duty vehicles, heavy-duty engine standards, the low sulfur gasoline and diesel requirements, off-
road engine standards, and the Clean Air Interstate Rule. 
 
North Carolina is requesting that the USEPA redesignate the Triangle nonattainment area to 
attainment.  The monitoring data clearly shows that the region has attained the 8-hour ozone 
standard, and the maintenance demonstration shows that the future emission inventories are 
expected to be lower than the base year inventory through the implementation of the various 
control measures listed above. 
 
 
Summary of Public Hearing and Comment Period 
 
According to the Public Hearing Registration Forms, a total of three (3) non-NCDAQ people 
attended the Public Hearing and no one registered to speak.  Only the USEPA submitted written 
comments, however, the comments received were not on the redesignation demonstration and 
maintenance plan.  The USEPA comments, received April 20, 2007, were to inform the NCDAQ 
about the recent D.C. Circuit Court decision to vacate the 8-hour ozone Phase I implementation 
rule and that the USEPA does not know how redesignations or any other issues related to 8-hour 
ozone will be affected by this court decision.   
 
The public hearing comment period was open until April 20, 2007.  During the public comment 
period, no comments were received via phone call or email.   
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Based on the information contained in this report, I recommend the following: 
 
I recommend that the “Redesignation Demonstration and Maintenance Plan for the Raleigh-
Durham-Chapel Hill, North Carolina 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area” be approved to move 
forward. 
 
 
Attachments to Report: 
 
(1) Written comments from Kay T. Prince, Chief of the Air Planning Branch of the USEPA 
dated April 20, 2007. 
 
 
\lab 
 
cc: Central Files (with original letters and registration information) 
 Laura Boothe, RCO 
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