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Why Regulate Stormwater?

Increased urbanization results in increased runoff to 
nearby water bodies, public infrastructure and possibly 
nearby private property.
• Water quality 
• Water quantity 
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Localities can use their zoning ordinances, policies, & 
land-use approval process to encourage environmental or 
better site design & planning techniques for new 
development & redevelopment that reduces impervious 
surfaces & preserves natural open space, thereby 
reducing stormwater. – Wetlands Watch

Why Low Impact Development? (LID)
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The Town of Nags Head regulates Stormwater through the 
following ordinance:
Chapter 34: Stormwater, Fill and Runoff Management
Section 34-5, Non-Residential
Section 34-6, One and Two Family Dwellings
Section 34-7, Subdivisions
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Chapter 34-6
• All residential 

properties require a 
Stormwater 
management plan

• Redevelopment 
where > 500 square 
feet are added 
require a Stormwater 
management plan

• All runoff from the built upon area shall be directed in to 
an approved stormwater management system designed 
with a storage volume of 15 cubic feet for every 100 
square feet of built upon area.
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Chapter 34-6
Reduction in built upon 
area credits
• Open Space credit
• Tree Credit
• Multiple SCM credit

SCMs -
Stormwater
Control
Measures
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The Town of Nags Head can 
assist homeowners, 
contractors etc. with the 
residential stormwater plan 
process!
• Worksheets A & B
• Available on line or at Town 

Hall offices
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SCM Options:
Above ground –
• Rain Garden
• Vegetated Swale
• Retention/Bio Retention
• Rain barrels/Gutter collection
Below ground –
• Infiltration trench/French drain
• Dry well
Permeable pavements
• Turfstone 
• Pervious pavers
• Porous concrete
• Porous asphalt

Facts Sheets 
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SCMs
Above ground measures

Above or below ground!
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SCMs
Below Ground measures 

Image: Sustainable drainage systems
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Example 1
New Construction 
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Example 2
New Construction – Rain garden and Vegetated 
swale
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Example 3
New Construction – permeable pavements 
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More Information:
nagsheadnc.gov

http://www.nagsheadnc.gov/646/Stormwater-Management
http://www.nagsheadnc.gov/646/Stormwater-Management
http://www.nagsheadnc.gov/938/Recommended-Standard-Details-Manual--Sto
http://www.nagsheadnc.gov/938/Recommended-Standard-Details-Manual--Sto
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