










 

   
 

 
ROY COOPER 
GOVERNOR 

 
 
 
M. RENEE CAHOON 
CHAIR 

 
LARRY BALDWIN 
VICE - CHAIR 
 
ROBIN SMITH 
SECOND VICE - CHAIR 
 
CRAIG BROMBY 
 
RICK CATLIN 
 
TRACE COOPER 

 
ROBERT EMORY 
 
ROBERT HIGH 

 
DOUG MEDLIN 

 
JOHN P. NORRIS 
 
RUSSELL RHODES, JR. 
 
LAUREN SALTER 
 
JAMIN SIMMONS 
 

 
 
Braxton C. Davis 
Executive Secretary 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                
 

                                            
Division of Coastal Management 

Department of Environmental Quality 
400 Commerce Ave., Morehead City, North Carolina 28557 

Phone 252-808-2808    FAX 919-733-1495 

North Carolina Coastal Resources Commission 
 

March 28, 2019 

Via e-mail 

Scott T. Slusser, Special Deputy AG 
Mollie Cozart, Assistant AG  
NCDOJ - Transportation Division 
1505 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-1505 

 Re: GRANT of Request for Expedited Hearing  

Dear Mr. Slusser and Ms. Cozart: 

I have reviewed the March 25, 2019 letter and attachments submitted on 
behalf of the NC Ports in support of its request for an expedited hearing on the 
Variance Request submitted the same date. Based on the information submitted and 
taking that information at face value, I note that the NC Ports have indicated that 
there is a need to start construction on July 1, 2019 (before the next regularly 
scheduled CRC meeting) to avoid spring fish migratory patterns. In addition, there is a 
short construction window (July 1- Jan 310 and any delay after July 1 will have a 
significant impact on construction and would place the NC Ports at risk of losing 
significant business if construction is not completed in a timely fashion. Given the 
information provided, I am granting the NC Ports’ request to be placed on the agenda 
for the Commission’s regularly schedule April 17-18, 2019 meeting even though NC 
Ports request for a variance was not received by the date required for it to be 
considered at that meeting.  

This decision is limited to the finding that an expedited timeframe for placing 
the variance request on the agenda is justified and should not be read by anyone as 
an indication of how the Coastal Resources Commission will ultimately decide the NC 
Ports’ request for a variance. The grant of the request is subject to the following 
schedule and conditions:  

 DCM and Petitioner NC Ports shall reach agreement on 
stipulated facts by Thursday, April 4, 2019 

 The variance packet shall be provided to the CRC by 
Friday, April 12, 2019  

If you have any questions regarding this schedule or my decision, please 
direct them to Commission Counsel, Mary L. Lucasse at (919) 716-6069 or 
mlcuasse@ncdoj.gov. .  

   Sincerely,  

    

   M. Renee Cahoon, Chair 

cc:  Christine A. Goebel, Counsel for DCM 
 Braxton C. Davis, DCM Director, via email 
 Angela Willis, DCM Director’s Assistant, via email 
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