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Division of Coastal Management

NC Coastal Area Management Act (1974)

• Balances competing coastal pressures 
through development permitting and creation 
of a Coastal Resources Commission

• Addresses coastal growth and related issues 
through local/state partnership

• Conserves undeveloped land for education                                
and research through a Coastal Reserve Program

• Enhances public access to beaches and coastal                          
waters through grants to local governments
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Division of Coastal Management

NC Coastal Area Management Act (1974)
To protect, conserve, and manage N.C.'s coastal 

resources through an integrated program of 
planning, permitting, education, and research.



NC Division of Coastal Management

• Regulatory Program
– 4 District Offices; Local Permitting Officers

• Policy and Planning
– Policy development w/ CRC
– CAMA Land Use Planning
– Coastal Resilience Planning
– Waterfront Access Grants
– Clean Marina Program

• Coastal Reserve Program
– 10 Coastal Reserves, including NERR
– Focus on research and education

Elizabeth City

Washington

Morehead City

Wilmington



NC Coastal Resources Commission

credit: NC DCM

• Since 1974, establishes policies and rules under the 
CAMA and the NC Dredge & Fill Act

• Membership includes local 
gov’t, fishing, wildlife,                                                                
agriculture, coastal land 
development experience

• Designates “Areas of 
Environmental Concern”                                               
and related rules & policies

• 13 members appointed by the 
Governor, Senate, House



NC Division of Coastal Management



What is “Development”?

§ 113A-102. Legislative findings and goals. 
(5)a. "Development" means any activity in a duly designated 
area of environmental concern (except as provided in 
paragraph b of this subdivision) involving, requiring, or 
consisting of the construction or enlargement of a structure; 
excavation; dredging; filling; dumping; removal of clay, silt, 
sand, gravel or minerals; bulkheading, driving of pilings; 
clearing or alteration of land as an adjunct of construction; 
alteration or removal of sand dunes; alteration of the shore, 
bank, or bottom of the Atlantic Ocean or any sound, bay, 
river, creek, stream, lake, or canal; or placement of a floating 
structure in an area of environmental concern identified in 
G.S. 113A-113(b)(2) or (b)(5).



CAMA Permits & Authorizations

•Minor permits issued mostly by local governments 
consistent w/CRC-established standards 

~ Decks, beach houses, walkovers, other SFR structures
•General permits issued by DCM staff and 
streamlined for routine projects 

~ Docks, bulkheads, boat ramps, small-scale dredging, etc.

•Major permits reviewed by 
9 state & 4 federal agencies

~ Beach/inlet projects, marinas…

•Federal Consistency reviews





NC Division of Coastal Management
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www.wilmington-nc.com
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NC Division of Coastal Management



ePermit System

https://ncdeq.dynamics365portals.us/



http://bit.ly/3Bl252c

http://bit.ly/3Bl252c


Find a Field Representative



Start an Application



How does DEMLR and DCM interact?

• Through DCM’s umbrella process
• Application is notification of proposed 

development
• DEMLR comments on applications
• Application thresholds

• 1 acre of disturbance
• Percent BUA 



ePermit System for Coastal Management



DCM Application



DCM Application



NC Division of Coastal Management



2024 NC E&SC Workshop

End of Workshop & PDH Evaluation:

https://bit.ly/2024EscEval
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