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NPDES Stormwater Permit Fees 
Fees are authorized in NCGS 143-215.3D 

IMPORTANT UPDATE: Many permit fees have changed for applications received on or after October 3, 2023. North Carolina’s 2023 Appropriations 
Act Session Law 2023-134 includes fee adjustments for 28 Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) programs, including Stormwater. 

 

Permit Service 
Major Individual NPDES 

SW Permit 5 
Minor Individual NPDES 

SW Permit 6 
General Permit NPDES 

SW COC 
New Industrial Permit 1 N/A $1,200 $120 

New MS4 Permit 1 $4,200 $1,000 N/A 

Annual Fee 2 Equal to New Permit Fee Equal to New Permit Fee Equal to New Permit Fee 

Major Modification 
(Industrial Permit) 3 

N/A $360 $36 

Major Modification 
(MS4 Permit) 3 

$1,260 $300 N/A 

Minor Modification 4 $0 $0 $0 

Rescission $0 $0 $0 

Renewal $0 $0 $0 

No Exposure Exclusion 7 N/A N/A $250 
 
1 The application fee for a new permit is nonrefundable even if the application is denied. 
 
2 Annual fee means a fee collected on an annual basis beginning one year after initial permit issuance. 
 
3 Major modification means any modification of a permit that is not a minor modification. Major modifications include, but are not limited to: 

changes to compliance schedules, changes to benchmarks, material and substantial alterations to the permitted facility or on-site activity, etc. 
The fee for a major modification is nonrefundable even if the application is denied. 

 
4 Minor modification is defined in 40 CFR 122.63 (e.g., correct typographical errors, increase monitoring frequency, name/ownership change, 

outfall removal in certain circumstances, etc.) 
 
5 Major Individual NPDES Stormwater (SW) permits are for medium/large municipalities (with populations greater than 100,000) that have an 

MS4, such as Phase I NPDES municipalities. NCDOT’s statewide stormwater permit is also considered a Major individual NPDES stormwater 
permit. 

 
6 Minor Individual NPDES Stormwater (SW) permits are for small MS4s that do not qualify for a Major individual stormwater permit and industrial 

facilities that are not eligible for coverage under one of NC’s NPDES stormwater general permits. 
 
7 No Exposure Exclusion fee is for the first year only. No fee is required after the first year. 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUQkOoKto7x-2Fhz-2FC637vEFcKKt1x-2BYjuyFr9xspmJfdY0pNWsv6R37i8kqICEzO5joQlgNGMpRld8QLZNajRwBXM-3DwxLM_GMGZ2TJ7eeO2uu3LdFtBkG7jQ7DTVJFo-2Fxi15O-2FF2Hmr8qr2g8dQDkWlncQfja9w4Bo2euIf0xfUx3pzQHaLhSzsVLn1Y720b05WL7PFH98Bh1SyjycvzE-2F11wa3oEYD9K0pUIqaWquzNt9wHwvjXV8-2BBFrUbSoXh-2BmWPUJoeTkx1KXv3Z0KR7OmX-2BLxUIs18-2FfcDmOYgXb94dwkZvagI2RWZHhTPFd9ptjdiRkxtdkUROvAxFzjzxs-2FsUL8fh0OZs9e17nPrCaNrhIv1Wz8XysPIKDRXfi-2FJCz-2BTVoK-2BD19FEGemK1KmTkNZHODd4rIA75SNDO4I3l5xryuKLA9tE4wgc16fgqDlGDGTB2dPsg-3D

