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• Report issued on website annually and released in July

• Report includes data through prior calendar year

• New - Report provides a link directly to the fishery 
management plan updates for each species

• Linking to fishery management plan updates allows 
access to detailed summary and long-term trends 
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Fishery management plan updates provide:
Status of Fishery Management Plan
Life History
Stock Status (overfished and overfishing)
Trends in Landings
Trends in Surveys
Research Needs
Schedule Change Recommendations
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User-Friendly Changes to Annual Stock Overview 
Report

• Stock overview on website separated by:
14 state-managed stocks
23 federal and interstate managed stocks

• State-managed stocks are front and center in the 
stock overview report

• Fishery management plan updates provided for all 
37 stocks
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User-Friendly Changes to Annual Stock Overview 
Report

Stock determinations based on terminology directly 
related to peer reviewed assessment

Stock assignments consistent with overfishing and 
overfished terminology used in peer reviewed stock 
assessments
Stocks with no assessment still provide pertinent 

trends in catch and surveys
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Stock Determination based on Overfishing and 
Overfished (Depleted)
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Overfishing occurs when the rate of removals due to fishing 
mortality is too high (i.e. it is above the overfishing threshold). 



Stock Determination based on Overfishing and 
Overfished (Depleted)

10

Overfished occurs when the size of the adult population is 
too small increasing the risk of recruitment failure. 

(depleted)



Highlights of the 2019 Stock Overview Report
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Spotted Seatrout
• 2014 assessment not overfished 

with no overfishing
• Susceptible to cold stun events
• Benchmark assessment and plan 

review is underway

Kingfishes
• Annual trend analysis to monitor stock
• One of seven triggers hit in 2018 (none in 2017)
• No action required
• Plan reviewed in 2015



Highlights of the 2019 Stock Overview Report
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Albemarle/Roanoke
• 2016 assessment not overfished with no overfishing

Central Southern (Tar/Pamlico, Neuse and Cape Fear 
rivers)
• Data from 2018 indicate two potentially naturally 

spawned year classes 
• February 2019 - Supplement A to Amendment 1 

implemented temporary moratorium to protect these 
year classes

Benchmark assessment and plan review underway for 
both stocks

Striped Bass
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Highlights of the 2019 Stock Overview Report
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Striped Mullet
• 2018 Assessment Update
• Overfishing is not occurring
• No management triggers were met in 

2018



Highlights of the 2018 Stock Overview Report
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Blue Crab
• 2018 Traffic Light Update
 Adult Abundance increased and fell 

below the 50% red threshold
 Recruit Abundance increased and fell 

below the 75% red threshold
 Production stayed below the 50% red 

threshold
• 2018 assessment passed peer review
• Overfished and overfishing occurring
• Amendment 3 to the Blue Crab FMP is under 

development



Highlights of the 2019 Stock Overview Report
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Southern Flounder
• 2019 stock assessment in the south Atlantic indicates 

stock is overfished and overfishing is occurring 
• Reductions in harvest proposed through adoption of 

Amendment 2 
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In some situations stock assessments are not available for a 
stock.  This is typically due to a lack of data or unaddressed 
research needs.

Highlights of the 2019 Stock Overview Report

Kingfishes Sheepshead 

Eastern Oyster Hard Clam
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Highlights of the 2019 Stock Overview Report
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• Two stocks managed by North Carolina are annual 
crops

• Annual crops are not assessed due to short life-span

Bay Scallop Shrimp
(Brown, Pink, White)
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QUESTIONS?
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