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ATLANTIC STRIPED BASS MANAGEMENT BOARD (AUGUST 3 & 4, 2020)

Press Release
ASMFC Atlantic Striped Bass Board Initiates Amendment 7
to Address Longstanding Fishery Management Issues

Arlington, VA — The Commission’s Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board initiated the development
of an Amendment to the Interstate Fishery Management Plan. As the first step in the development of a
new FMP or amendment, the Public Information Document (PID) will focus on the following
management topics: (1) fishery goals and objectives; (2) stock rebuilding/timeframe; (3) management
triggers; (4) biological reference points; (5) regional management (recreational measures, coastal and
producer areas, regional reference points); (6) recreational discard mortality; (7) conservation
equivalency; (8) recreational accountability; and (9) coastal commercial quota allocation. The purpose
of the PID is to solicit stakeholder input on prioritizing the importance of each topic for continued
development and inclusion in the Draft Amendment.

“Now that Addendum VI measures are in place and stock rebuilding has been initiated, the Board can
focus on addressing a number of issues that have been at the forefront of striped bass management for
a long time,” stated Board Chair David Borden of Rhode Island.

Between the Spring and Summer Meetings, a Work Group of Board members met to discuss significant
issues facing striped bass management. The Board agreed that all of the issues discussed by the Work
Group are extremely important and complex, and deserve significant thought and consideration.
Furthermore, the prioritization of issues to be addressed by the Amendment should be guided by
stakeholder input.

“Given it’s been 17 years since the Board last considered a new plan amendment to the striped bass
management program, the Board intends to be very thoughtful and deliberative as it proceeds with the
development of this Amendment,” stated Mr. Borden. “It’s important that we provide the public with
sufficient background information in order to solicit effective feedback from all stakeholders and ensure
the Draft Amendment addresses the most pressing issues at this time.”

During its deliberations, Board members discussed the importance of addressing discard mortality in
recreational striped bass fisheries given discards significantly contribute to total fishing mortality. As a
result, the Board tasked the Plan Development Team and Technical Committee to review factors
limiting the accuracy of discard mortality estimates for stock assessment purposes, and to identify
potential actions that could improve understanding or help reduce discard mortality in the fishery.

The Work Group Report, which can be found here, will serve as the foundation of the Draft PID. The
Board will review the first draft of the PID at the Commission’s Annual Meeting in October. At that
meeting, the Board will determine if the PID is ready to be sent out for public comment or if further
modifications to the document are needed. Given current, and possibly future, meeting restrictions due
to COVID-19, public hearings may be conducted via webinar.

For more information, please contact Max Appelman, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at
mappelman@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740. PR20-16
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Meeting Summary

The Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board reviewed and approved the 2019 Fishery Management
Plan Review and compliance report. It also reviewed the Striped Bass Board Work Group Report, which
describes significant issues facing striped bass management. The Board supported inclusion of the
Work Group’s recommendations in the Public Information Document for the newly initiated
amendment (see above press release).

The Board considered two postponed motions from previous meetings. The first postponed motion
(and its amended motion) addressed the initiation of the amendment (see above press release). The
second postponed motion, which considered accountability measures for states that do not achieve
their predicted reduction in 2020 relative to Addendum VI measures, was postponed indefinitely with
the recognition that evaluating 2020 recreational fishery performance will be difficult due to the data
limitations caused by COVID-19. Recreational accountability will also be addressed in the newly
initiated amendment.

Lastly, the Board elected Martin Gary (PRFC) as Vice Chair of the Atlantic Striped Bass Management
Board. For more information, please contact Max Appelman, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at
mappelman@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.

Motions

Move to approve the 2020 Fishery Management Plan Review and state compliance reports for
Atlantic striped bass.

Motion made by Mr. Hasbrouck and seconded by Ms. Patterson. Motion stands approved without
objection.

Postponed Motions from April 2019

Main Motion

Move to initiate an Amendment to the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan to address the
needed consideration for change on the issues of fishery goals and objectives,
empirical/biological/spatial reference points, management triggers, rebuilding biomass, and area-
specific management. Work on this amendment will begin upon the completion of the previously
discussed addendum to the management plan.

Motion postponed indefinitely.

Motion to Amend
Move to amend to add reallocation of commercial quota between states.
Motion postponed indefinitely.

Move to postpone indefinitely the motions made during the April 2019 meeting of the Board.
Motion made by Mr. Luisi and seconded by Dr. Davis. Motion is adopted by consensus.

| move to initiate an Amendment to the Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan focused on
the following management topics: (1) fishery goals and objectives; (2) stock rebuilding/timeframe;
(3) management triggers; (4) biological reference points; (5) regional management (recreational
measures, coastal and producer areas, regional reference points); (6) recreational discard mortality;
(7) conservation equivalency; (8) recreational accountability; and (9) coastal commercial quota
allocation. Each of these topics will be presented in a Public Information Document in order to solicit
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stakeholder comment focused on prioritizing the importance of each topic for continued
development and inclusion in the Amendment.
Motion made by Mr. Luisi and seconded by Ms. Ware. Motion passes (15 in favor, 1 opposed).

Motion to Amend

Move to amend to remove part 9: coastal commercial quota allocation from the initial motion.
Motion made by Mr. Hasbrouck and seconded by Dr. Davis. Motion fails (2 in favor, 12 opposed, 2
abstentions).

Move to task the Plan Development Team/Technical Committee to begin developing methods to
better understand discards in the fishery
Motion made by Mr. Reid and seconded by Mr. Gary. Motion passes (15 in favor).

Move to elect Marty Gary as Vice Chair of the Atlantic Striped Bass Management Board.
Motion made by Ms. Ware and seconded by Mr. Miller. Motion passes.

Postponed Motion from February 2020

Move to task the Plan Review Team to review state reductions in the Fishery Management Plan
Review of the 2020 fishing year. If a state is below their predicted target reduction, the Board may
direct a state to modify measures for the following fishing year to achieve the target reduction.

Move to postpone indefinitely, with the intention to address accountability in the initiated
amendment.

Motion made by Ms. Ware and seconded by Dr. Davis. Motion passes (12 in favor, 1 opposed, 1
abstention, 1 null).

ATLANTIC COASTAL COOPERATIVE STATISTICS PROGRAM COORDINATING COUNCIL (AUGUST 3,
2020)

Meeting Summary

The ACCSP Coordinating Council met to review the governance survey results and receive updates on
committee and program activities. As part of the consent agenda, the Council also approved minutes
from its May 2020 meeting. The Council noted the governance transition has successfully improved
ACCSP visibility among partners and stakeholders and allowed for full integration with ASMFC
management and science programs. The majority of respondents feel better informed, engaged, and
invigorated. This change is due to both ASMFC integration and ACCSP leadership. All respondents
agree ACCSP is advancing its mission to produce dependable and timely marine fishery statistics for
Atlantic coast fisheries that are collected, processed, and disseminated according to common
standards agreed upon by all program partners.

The Council voiced appreciation of the monthly committee newsletters and distribution of program
updates with meeting materials. ACCSP remains on track to address items in the 2020 Action Plan.

For more information, please contact Geoff White, ACCSP Director, at Geoff.white@accsp.org or
703.842.0740.

Motions
No motions made.
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SOUTH ATLANTIC STATE/FEDERAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT BOARD (AUGUST 3, 2020)

Meeting Summary

The South Atlantic State/Federal Fisheries Management Board (Board) met to consider Cobia Draft
Addendum | for public comment, approve a cobia commercial trigger for the 2020 fishing year, discuss
timelines for implementing upcoming actions, and approve Terms of Reference for the 2020 Red
Drum Simulation Assessment.

Atlantic Cobia Draft Addendum |

The Board approved for public comment Draft Addendum | to Amendment 1 to the Interstate Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) for Atlantic Migratory Group Cobia (Atlantic cobia). The Draft Addendum was
initiated in response to the 2020 harvest specification, which established a new total harvest quota
based on the results of the 2020 Atlantic cobia benchmark stock assessment. Under Amendment 1,
92% of the total quota is allocated to the recreational fishery, and 8% is allocated to the commercial
fishery.

The Draft Addendum proposes strategies that could reduce commercial percent allocations, without
reducing the commercial quota below its 2019 level (50,000 pounds). Options for lower commercial
allocations were proposed because of a large increase in the 2020-2022 total quota, which resulted in
a larger commercial quota (as 8% of the total). The higher overall quota is due, in part, to the increase
in recreational catch estimates that resulted from the 2018 calibration of recreational data to the new,
mail-based Fishing Effort Survey conducted by the Marine Recreational Information Program. The
updated recreational data were incorporated into the 2020 assessment, which estimated a greater
abundance of fish than the previous assessment and provided the basis for the 2020-2022 total quota.

The Draft Addendum additionally proposes changes to the calculation of the commercial trigger
(determines whether an in-season coastwide commercial closure occurs) and de minimis measures
(applied to states with relatively little commercial or recreational harvest). The current trigger
calculation method is dependent on recent harvests meeting the current or upcoming quota. Proposed
changes to the commercial trigger would allow this trigger to be calculated based on harvests in the
most recent 5 years, regardless of the size of the harvests relative to a quota. Proposed changes to de
minimis measures include consideration of a cap on the amount of the commercial quota that can be
set aside to account for harvest in commercial de minimis states as well as increasing the alternative
recreational minimum size limit, which can be adopted by recreational de minimis states that choose
not to adopt the measures of a neighboring or nearest non-de minimis state.

It is anticipated that states from New Jersey through Georgia will conduct public hearings on the Draft
Addendum via webinar; a subsequent press release will announce the details of those hearings once
they become finalized.

Commercial Trigger

In May 2020, the Cobia Technical Committee (TC) submitted a memo to the Board describing an
alternative method for calculation the commercial trigger. Development of this method was necessary
because the method described in Amendment 1 requires recent harvests to meet the current or
upcoming quota, which is not the case for the commercial quota resulting from the 2020 harvest
specification. Therefore, the TC developed a more flexible alternative method that can be applied
regardless of past harvest levels relative to a quota. The Board approved this method for use in 2020,
setting a commercial trigger of 135,422 pounds. If the non-de minimis (Virginia-South Carolina)
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commercial harvest tracked in-season meets or exceeds this amount, a coastwide commercial closure
would begin 30 days later. As of July 30, harvest among non-de minimis states was 29,488 pounds.
Virginia and North Carolina have agreed to close their commercial fisheries if their cumulative harvest
reaches 73,000 pounds.

Atlantic Cobia Implementation Timelines

The Board discussed upcoming timelines related to implementation of the new cobia harvest quotas
from the 2020 specification, along with any potential changes to allocations from Draft Addendum |
(considered for final approval in October 2020), so that state measures reflective of these quotas can
be implemented in 2021. This involves submission of implementation plans shortly after the October
Board meeting, then review by the Cobia Technical Committee and Board via email or webinar before
the end of 2020.

Red Drum Terms of Reference

Finally, the Board approved Terms of Reference for the Red Drum Simulation Assessment. The
Simulation Assessment will simulate a population with the characteristics of red drum then apply and
compare performance of multiple stock assessment models to determine the most appropriate model
to be used in the next benchmark stock assessment. The Simulation Assessment will undergo a peer
review specific to that project prior to the next benchmark assessment.

For more information, please contact Toni Kerns, ISFMP Director, at tkerns@asmfc.org or
703.842.0740.

Motions
Move to approve Cobia Draft Addendum | to Amendment 1 for public comment as modified today.
Motion made by Mr. Batsavage and seconded by Dr. Rhodes. Motion approved by consent.

Move to approve a Cobia Commercial Trigger of 135,422 pounds for 2020. If commercial harvest
estimated through in-season monitoring meets or exceeds this amount, a coastwide commercial
closure for the remainder of the year will begin 30 days later.

Motion made by Mr. Geer and seconded by Mr. Bell. Motion is approved by consensus.

Move to approve Terms of Reference for the Red Drum Simulation Assessment as presented.
Motion made by Mr. Bell and seconded by Mr. Estes. Motion stands approved by consensus.

SHAD & RIVER HERRING MANAGEMENT BOARD (AUGUST 4, 2020)

Press Release
American Shad Benchmark Stock Assessment and Peer Review
Find Coastwide Abundance Remains Depleted

Arlington, VA — The 2020 American Shad Benchmark Stock Assessment and Peer Review Report indicate
American shad remain depleted on a coastwide basis. Multiple factors, such as overfishing, inadequate
fish passage at dams, predation, pollution, water withdrawals, channelization of rivers, changing ocean
conditions, and climate change are likely responsible for shad decline from historic abundance levels.
Additionally, the assessment finds that shad recovery is limited by restricted access to spawning habitat.
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Current barriers partly or
completely block 40% of
historic shad spawning
habitat, which may equate
to a loss of more than a
third of spawning adults.
The “depleted”
determination was used
instead of “overfished”
because the impact of
fishing on American shad
stocks cannot be
separated from the
impacts of all other factors
responsible for changes in
abundance. The
benchmark assessment
was endorsed by the Peer
Review Panel and
accepted by the Shad &
River Herring Management
Board (Board) for
management use.

“On behalf of the Board, |
want to commend the
members of the Shad
Technical Committee and
Stock Assessment
Subcommittee for their
outstanding work on the
2020 Benchmark Stock
Assessment Report,”
stated Board Chair Dr.
Michael Armstrong from
Massachusetts. “This is a
considerable body of work
that substantially advances
our understanding of the
challenges facing American

Summary of American Shad Stock & Habitat Conditions

Historic Riverine

Abundance Trends

Adult Status*

System Habitat Currentl
b ! “ ¥ (2005-2017) Total Mortality Rate | Abundance
Unobstructed
Merrymeeting 50.02% YQY: No trend UhkiGwA URIRG
Bay Adults: No data
Merrimack 17.83% LD df“*’ Unknown Unknown
Adults: Increasing trend
Pawcatuck 19.21% YOy No c!ata Unknown Unknown
Adults: Increasing trend
YOY: No trend
Connecticut 45.19% Adults: Conflicting trends between indices Unsustainable Unknown
(1 increasing, 1 no trend)
YOY: No trend
" .
Hudson 89.24% T Sustainable Depleted
YOY: No trends (2 indices)
Delaware 72.05% Adults: Conflicting trends between indices Unsustainable Unknown
(1 increasing, 1 no trend)
> YOY: Declining trend
o
Nanticoke 100% Adults: No trends {2 indices) Unknown Unknown
Susquehanna & YOY: No trend
Upper 4.38% Adults: No trends (2 indices) Unknown Unknown
ch |
N YOY: No data
Patuxent 100% AiliNetiend Unknown Unknown
YOY: No trend F
Potomac 90.02% JAnliftes Mo trends(2 Ineices) Unsustainable Unknown
YOY: Increasing trend .
0y
Rappahannock 95.98% Adults: No trends {2 indices) Sustainable Unknown
YOY: Conflicting trends between indices
York 87.42% (1 increasing, 2 no trends) Sustainable Unknown
Adults: No trend
YOY: No trend
9
James 72.77% Adults: No trends {2 indices) Unknown Unknown
YOY: Increasing trend Mot
Albemarle Sound 58.92% Adults: Conflicting trends between indices Sustainable ’
. . overfished
(2 no trends, 1 increasing)
4 N YOY: No data
Tar-Pamlico 75.68% Adults: No trend Unknown Unknown
YOY: No data
Neuse 90.05% Adults: Conflicting trends between indices Sustainable Unknown
(1 increasing, 1 no trend)
YOY: No data
0
Eape ke 18ain Adults: Increasing trends (2 indices) Unknidwn Uhikhowh
YOY: No data
Winyah Bay 73.13% Adults: Conflicting trends Unknown Unknown
B (1 increasing, 2 no trend) |
YOY: No data
Santee-Cooper 20.95% Adults: Conflicting trends between indices Unknown Unknown
(1 increasing, 2 no trend)
i YOY: No data
ACE Basin 82.28% ‘ Adulie hotend Unknown Unknown
= YOY: No data
Savannah 59.19% Adults: No trends (2 indices) Unknown Unknown
YOY: No data
Altamaha 82.24% Adults: Conflicting trends between indices Unknown Unknown
(1 increasing, 1 no trend)
St Johns 90.04% YOx:No tr.end Unknown Unknown
Adults: Increasing trend
Coastwide ‘ L Unknown Depleted

Adult: Conflicting trends between indices

* The status determinations identified in the table for total mortality and abundance are for adults only. System-specific data on
juvenile American shad as they transition from young-of-the-year (YOY) to mature spawning adults are unavailable, which can impact
overall status determinations.

shad stocks along the Atlantic coast. It certainly has given the Board a lot to think about regarding next
steps in management to improve population resiliency. Given the stock-specific nature of shad
management, the Board has tasked the Technical Committee with identifying potential paths forward to
improve shad stocks along the coast considering the assessment results.”

Coastwide adult mortality is unknown, but was determined to be unsustainable for some system-

specific stocks, indicating the continued need for management action to reduce adult mortality.
Specifically, adult mortality was determined to be unsustainable for three stocks — Connecticut,
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Delaware, and Potomac — and sustainable for five stocks — Hudson, Rappahannock, York, Albemarle
Sound, and Neuse (see table on page 2 for information by system). The terms “sustainable” and
“unsustainable” were used instead of “not overfishing” and “overfishing” because fishing mortality
cannot be separated from other components contributing to total mortality. Though adult mortality
was determined to be sustainable for some system-specific stocks, it is important to note that
maintaining sustainable adult mortality will not result in favorable abundance status if juvenile
mortality is unsustainable. Unfortunately, juvenile mortality status cannot be determined due to
insufficient data collection in all systems; without these determinations, significant uncertainty
remains in assessment advice for management of American shad. Thus, the recovery of American shad
will need to address multiple factors including anthropogenic (human-caused) habitat alterations,
predation by non-native predators, and exploitation by fisheries. The assessment also highlights the
need for stock composition monitoring data in order to separate the impacts of fishing from other
factors driving American shad population dynamics in future stock assessments.

In evaluating the stock assessment, the Peer Review Panel stated, “It is noteworthy that the amount of
new data, particularly following recommendations of the last benchmark assessment, and the level of
new analyses takes the assessment up a significant level from prior benchmarks, and reflects a
culmination of understanding of the species and attempts to manage it.” Further, the Panel noted two
systems (Potomac and Albemarle Sound) had sufficient data for use in data-rich statistical catch-at-age
models and, for the first time, a coastwide habitat assessment of continental waters was undertaken,
with specific reference to dams and passage as impediments to sustainable stocks. Finally, the Panel
stated, “there is growing recognition that the suite of in-river predators on juvenile shad is shifting, due
to introductions/invasions of non-native species such as various catfishes, pike, black bass, snakeheads,
etc. Predators can have a disproportionately large impact on year class success when fish populations
are at such low levels, as is currently the case, threatening resilience.”

A more detailed overview of the stock assessment, as well as the Benchmark Stock Assessment and
Peer Review Report will be available on the Commission website, www.asmfc.org, on the Shad and
River Herring webpage under stock assessment reports. For more information, please contact Caitlin
Starks, Fishery Management Coordinator, at cstarks@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.

Hi#
PR20-14

Meeting Summary

The Shad and River Herring Management Board (Board) met to consider acceptance of the 2020
American Shad Benchmark Stock Assessment and Peer Review Report (see above press release),
consider state proposals to resolve management inconsistencies with Amendments 2 and 3 to the
Interstate Fishery Management Plan (FMP), receive updates on the Technical Expert Working Group
for River Herring (TEWG) and the status of shad habitat plan updates, and elect a Vice Chair to the
Board.

After considering and accepting the 2020 American Shad Benchmark Assessment and Peer Review
Report, the Board also considered a number of proposals to resolve management inconsistencies with
Amendments 2 (river herring) and 3 (shad), which were identified by the Technical Committee (TC) in
October 2019. These inconsistencies included tributaries not being explicitly addressed in existing
sustainable fishery management plans (SFMPs), rivers remaining open to harvest with an SFMP but
without sufficient monitoring, and rivers open to recreational harvest without an SFMP and/or
monitoring, but where little or no harvest is suspected. Proposals to update existing SFMPs, implement
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new SFMPs or alternative management plans (AMPs), and/or modify harvest regulations were
presented for Maine, New Hampshire, the Delaware River Basin, the State of Delaware, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Consistent with the TC recommendations and Advisory Panel
support for the proposed management programs, the Board approved all proposals presented. The TC
will continue to develop recommendations for improvements to the FMP to provide additional
guidance for sustainability metrics, SFMP and AMP requirements, and incorporating stock assessment
information.

In addition to the state proposals, New Hampshire informed the Board that low river herring passage in
2019 and 2020 has resulted in noncompliance with the SFMP fishery-independent sustainability target
of a 3-year average return to New Hampshire coastal rivers of 72,450 river herring. New Hampshire
reported that the target was not met due to fish counter malfunctions and other variables resulting in
gross underestimations of run counts at the Cocheco River Fishway and Pickpocket Dam on the Exeter
River. Based on this information, New Hampshire requested an exemption from their River Herring
SFMP requirement to close the fishery in 2020. The state plans to close the river herring season in 2021
and remain closed until the 3-year average reaches the target for river herring returns. The TC
supported this approach, and the Board agreed to grant the exemption for the 2020 fishery.

Next, staff provided two updates on the River Herring Technical Expert Working Group (TEWG)
activities. First, NOAA Fisheries has secured funding for a contractor to work on revising the River
Herring Conservation Plan produced by the TEWG in 2015. The goal of this work will be to update and
synthesize information on river herring threats, data and research needs, and recommended
conservation actions into one document to support management, conservation, and restoration efforts
for river herring along the Atlantic coast. Second, a new name for the TEWG is under consideration to
better reflect the change in the group’s function from a work-based group to an information exchange
forum.

Staff also updated the Board on the status of the American shad habitat plans, which are required by
Amendment 3. In October 2019, the Board requested the states update existing plans and produce
new plans for the Hudson and Merrimac Rivers, however, the states have encountered delays due to
COVID-19. Therefore, the Board agreed to delay the review of updated plans to the ASMFC 2021
Winter Meeting.

Finally, the Board elected Dr. Justin Davis from Connecticut to the role of Vice Chair. For more
information, please contact Caitlin Starks, Fishery Management Plan Coordinator, at
cstarks@asmfc.org or 703.842.0740.

Motions

Move to accept the 2020 American Shad Benchmark Stock Assessment and Peer Review Report for
management use.

Motion made by Mr. Keliher and seconded by Ms. Patterson. Motion accepted by consensus.

Move to task the Technical Committee with identifying for the Board potential paths forward to
improve shad stocks given the results of the stock assessment.
Motion made by Mr. Keliher and seconded by Mr. Hasbrouck. Motion passes by consensus.

Move to approve the state proposals for shad and river herring management as presented today.
Motion made by Ms. Fegley and seconded by Mr. Woodward. Motion passes by consensus.
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Move to approve New Hampshire’s request for an exemption from their River Herring SFMP
requirement to close the fishery in 2020 based on data indicating that passage counts for the most
recent three-year average did not meet the sustainability target of 72,450 fish. This exemption is
based on explanatory information supporting the claim that passage counts are low due to
equipment failure and other variables, rather than true fish passage numbers.

Motion made by Ms. Patterson and seconded by Mr. Miller. Motion passes by consensus.

Move to elect Dr. Justin Davis as Vice Chair of the Shad and River Herring Management Board.
Motion made by Mr. Kane and seconded by Mr. Abbott. Motion carries by consensus.

ATLANTIC MENHADEN MANAGEMENT BOARD (AUGUST 4 & 5, 2020)

Press Release
ASMFC Atlantic Menhaden Board Adopts Ecological Reference Points

Arlington, VA — The Atlantic Menhaden Management Board approved the use of ecological reference
points (ERPs) in the management of Atlantic menhaden. By adopting ERPs, the Board will be
accounting for the species’ role as an important forage fish. The 2020 Atlantic menhaden benchmark
assessments, which were endorsed by an independent panel of fisheries scientists, used the Northwest
Atlantic Coastal Shelf Model of Intermediate Complexity for Ecosystems (NWACS-MICE) in combination
with the single-species model (Beaufort Assessment Model or BAM) to develop Atlantic menhaden
ERPs by evaluating trade-offs between menhaden harvest and predator biomass.

“The Board took another important step in managing Atlantic menhaden in a broader ecosystem
context,” stated Board Chair Spud Woodward of Georgia. “It’s the culmination of more than a decade
of effort by state, federal, and academic scientists to develop ERPs that reflect menhaden’s role as a
key food source for several fish species. These ERPs are not a silver bullet to resolve all our fisheries
management issues, and the models on which they are based will continue to evolve. However, the
use of ERPs for menhaden management will enhance the success of predator management by
providing a more abundant forage base for rebuilding predator fish populations. It is important for us
to keep those rebuilding efforts on track through the use of proven management tools such as controls
on fishing mortality.”

In February and May, the Board tasked the ERP Work Group with additional analyses to explore the
ERPs sensitivity to a range of ecosy