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• Report issued annually and released in July
• Includes data available through prior year

• Each report provides stock information on:
Life History
Fisheries and catch/harvest trends
Management summary
Assessment results and trends in indices
Research needs
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User-Friendly Changes to Annual Stock Overview 
Report

Report maintains changes from last year:

• State-managed stocks separated from stocks 
cooperatively managed federal and interstate 
management plans
14 state-managed stocks
23 federal and interstate managed stocks

• Redesigned web pages better illustrate trends in catch 
and surveys for each species. Helpful links were also 
provided to help viewers find more information.
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User-Friendly Changes to Annual Stock Overview 
Report

New changes for 2018:

• Stock determinations based on terminology 
directly related to peer reviewed assessment
Terminology for “stock status” categories dropped: 

viable, recovering, depleted, concern, and unknown
Stock assignments now consistent with overfishing 

and overfished terminology used in peer reviewed 
stock assessments
Stocks with no assessment still provide pertinent 

trends in catch and surveys
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Stock Determination based on Overfishing and 
Overfished (Depleted)
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Overfishing occurs when the rate of removals due to fishing 
mortality is too high (i.e. it is above the overfishing threshold). 



Stock Determination based on Overfishing and 
Overfished (Depleted)
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Overfished occurs when the size of the adult population is 
too small increasing the risk of recruitment failure. 

(depleted)



Highlights of the 2018 Stock Overview Report
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Blue Crab
 2018 assessment  passed peer review
 Overfished and overfishing occurring
 Amendment 3 to Fisheries Management 

Plan under development

River Herring
 Closed to fishing (moratorium)
 2017 stock assessment update 

shows stock remains depleted
 Plan last approved 2015



Highlights of the 2018 Stock Overview Report
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Red Drum
 2017 assessment passed peer review
 Management targets being met
 No overfishing
 Overfished status unknown
 Plan reviewed in 2017

Spotted Seatrout
 2014 assessment not overfished 

with no overfishing
 Susceptible to cold stun events
 Next review begins in 2019



Highlights of the 2018 Stock Overview Report
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Southern Flounder
 2018 assessment peer review passed 

contingent on 2016 and 2017 data being 
added to model 

 Overfished and overfishing occurring
 Assessment currently being updated with 

additional years (2016 and 2017)
 Plan review underway



Highlights of the 2018 Stock Overview Report
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Striped Bass
Albemarle/Roanoke
 2016 assessment not overfished with no overfishing
 Currently being assessed, plan review underway

Central Southern (Tar/Pamlico, Neuse and Cape Fear rivers)
 Fisheries supported primarily by hatchery reared fish 
 Very limited natural reproduction
 Currently being assessed, plan review underway
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In some situations stock assessments are not available for a 
stock.  This is typically due to a lack of data or unaddressed 
research needs.

Highlights of the 2018 Stock Overview Report

Kingfish Sheepshead 

Eastern Oyster Hard Clam



Highlights of the 2018 Stock Overview Report
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• Two stocks managed by North Carolina are annual 
crops.

• Annual crops are not assessed due to short life-span.  

Bay Scallop Shrimp
(Brown, Pink, White)
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QUESTIONS?
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