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False Albacore Informatlon Paper Update
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Marine Fisheries




Origination

At its August 2022 business meeting the North Carolina Marine

Fisheries Commission (NCMFC) requested staff update an information

paper on false albacore to frame potential management options for
future consideration.
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Presentation Overview

*Life history

»Stock status and management history
Landings information

DMF recommendation and data needs




Life History

* Widely
distributed

* Habitat: Mainly
oceanic

« Fast growing

* Liveuptob
years

e Lack of life
history
Information in
western Atlantic




Stock Status and Management History

* No assessment for western Atlantic;
stock status unknown

* Removed from SAFMC Coastal
Migratory Pelagics FMP in 2011

o December 2022, Fishery Performance
Report will be given to the Council to
monitor trends

* MAFMC considered management but
ultimately did not include

* Currently no rules for management are
In place for false albacore in North
Carolina, or coastwide
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North Carolina Recreational Fishery-Catch Rates

1.6

~
S
2 2
 BUSCE
o
~
S
I ©)2)S
20 N 12121
o
m.
: BN
I, [©oP2.]
%
m.
: P N 20
S BUCEE
-/
3
e I 'S
o N (02P2
| °
o
S R
S RUCEE
.-.\.L
S
7 ©)2)S
S N (°2P2
“H
7 o S
2 . E2N
<
D
)
& S I 1215p3:]
e
& S
z s il WS
£
m eRpa
= I, (0P
S
5 J RIS
- ~ v o =) - ~ o
— — o o o o

(din xad xaqunu) ajex yoe)




North Carolina Commercial Fishery
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Length Frequency
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Atlantic Coast Landings
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North Carolina Landings

700.000 T
600,000 + _ _
Commercal Landings
Recreational Landings
500,000 + e e «= Recreational and Commercial time series average, 1997-2021
?
=
2
§’400.000 '
&
-=
E
— 300,000 +
3
<
.-
200.000 + QO \/\/
- S S S S S S S S . S .
100,000 T
0 1 1 : : 1 1 s : s 1 1 1 : s 1 IS : i : 1 1 L s : ']

BB EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE:

& L= (= j= = j= o j=3 = =3 o =3 [= b= j= o j=J o =3 o o o =3 (=] (=4

—_— —_ —_— ~4 -~ | ~4 ~ ~4 =~ x| ~ ~ -~ ~4 e | e | ~ ~a o4 i~ o~ ~ ~ (e |




Atlantic Coast Recreational Fishery
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South Atlantic Recreational Fishery
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Landings (pounds)
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South Atlantic Commercial Fishery
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False Albacore Data Needs

*Age and growth
*Sex and maturity
*Tagging

» Stock structure

*Need Is coastwide




DMF Recommendation and Rationale

* Do not pursue state specific management at this time
* NC small proportion of coastal landings
» Average size landed well over size at maturity
« Management discussions at federal level




Questions?
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