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Wesley Deal North I noticed that this week one of the topics to be addressed is the overfishing of spotted sea trout. Maybe you 

Carolina could expound on what you perceive that to be. I see lots of people trout fishing, but then I have been used to 

seeing that all my life. I do see more on the upper neuse,etc and pamlico that probably are targeting trout. I 

think that's a wonderful situation. Not a problem. Lots of people fishing doesn't equate to lots of catching, but it 

does equate to a lot of fun and many youth being taught good ethics and fisheries conservation. I bass fished 

competitively for many years and saw very crowded situations. Take yourself to lake Gaston if you want to see 

crowded fishing or overfishing as you call it. Yes , the pamlico and neuse resemble sometimes. 

Major difference in trout , flounder, puppy drum, and many many other species is to bass fishing, is there is no 

gill netting or netting period . All the coastal species are being harmed mostly by one thing. Don't see why you 

can not understand that the netting you allow is doing great great harm. The data shows it, common sense 

should tell you that one net in one set can catch more fish or specks in one set that every fisherman in my 

neighborhood will rarely ever catch as a group in one whole day. The upper neuse and pamlico are thriving with 

fish. Why?? Because we have stopped the legal netting in those areas. However plenty of illegal night 

nettting,,netting with pleasure craft appearance boats is happening. I see and hear of it quite frequently 

Can you imagine what we could have here if you just stopped grill netting period . Unbelievable what our 

fisheries could be . We are the only state that allows the raping of our sounds etc as you do. 

Do we know why you allow it? Sure we do, but I will refrain from the obvious. 

So what do you think will solve as you say over fishing of trout? Limiting recreational anglers to smaller 

quantities or limit their time on water?? You know how to solve it but I don't think anyone has the guts to do it.I 

am sure you will be threatened by the commercial lobby and fishermen, they are good at that. 

I wish the days still existed where they could cast their nets and have great bounties. They have no one to blame 

but themselves. Just maybe if we took all the nets out of the water, it may be feasible one day to allow some 

stricter managed netting practices. Not the kind of threat management of todays crowd. 

You know they may have go do some other work, sorry but that's reality. Many people have had to change jobs, 

careers etc because their work played out for whatever reason. Ask the mom and pop businesses across the USA 

that unfortunately couldn't make it and had to close. That's sad and painful to me, but it's reality 

Reality is the nets are ruining a once very vibrant NC fishery. 

Please consider very carefully your decisions. 
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Capt. Jot 
Owens 

North 
Carolina 

With the current flounder fishery management in North Carolina it is time to have a Recreational Ocean 
Ocellated Flounder season (summer & gulf). The Ocellated flounder stock numbers show they are in good 
health, yet the state will not have a recreational season; why?? I realize the main reason is the problem with 
identifying a non-ocellated; southern flounder, versus an ocellated gulf or summer.  
 
I truly believe if the North Carolina wildlife resource commission can educate the public to shoot the right 
species of ducks coming into their blinds at over 30 miles an hour and identify them. Then I believe we can 
educate Anglers to identify a flounder when it is right in front of them. Flounder fishing is all to important to the 
recreational and Charter anglers of this great state. It’s time to educate, instead of limiting access to this public 
trust. 
 
Also I’d like to add, I believe going forward that the MFC needs to take a look at False Albacore management for 
the future. This state has recorded of mostly taking a reactive approach to fisheries management. It’s time to 
start taking proactive management measures and the False Albacore needs to be reviewed.  
 
Thank all very much for your time on the council and your time in reading these comments. 
 
Capt. Jot Owens  

Ryan 
Speckman 

North 
Carolina 

Commissioners, 
 
I'd like to state that I am opposed to any additional regulations on the striped mullet fishery until our biologists 
get a better idea on where the population numbers currently are. I've read Glenn Skinner's comments, and it 
appears our Commission is voting on a matter that very likely isn't an issue at all, or at least hasn't truly been 
proven yet.  
 
Striped mullet fishery is very important to not only the health of the marine ecosystem, and as bait for the 
recreational sector, but it's also being rejuvenated as an important food fishery. It's one of the few commercial 
fish that is essentially a vegetarian, low mercury, high omega 3, and affordable for the seafood consumer further 
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inland. Many people depend on this fish as part of their liveliehood, from all sectors of user groups. It would 
seem foolish to make any drastic changes to this fishery if there are truly gaps or bad data driving a decision 
process.  
 
Please take into consideration that it doesn't appear there is a need to rush into a decision...and allow our state's 
biologist's to gather and analyze better data before drastic decisions are made. 

Walter 
McNamee 
III 

North 
Carolina 

I am sickened that another fishery is being closed by those that are OWNED by the CCA (Can't Catch Anything). 
They are not looking at true data. They are manipulating the data to suite their means AGAIN. 
I seen this first hand in 2010 with the meetings over Speckled Trout. During that time, I was a deck hand and we 
were fishing for Speckled Trout. Almost every day, an observer (Emily) rode with us. When she was mentioned, 
we were told that it would be looked into. The next day, Emily told us that she could not go with us anymore. 
Her data was never looked at.  
This has never been about what is good for the sustainability of our NC waters and resources. This is about 
special interest groups that are taking these same resources for themselves. This is about trying to close the 
state to commercial fishing. I think it is beyond time for lawsuits to challenge these "regulations" that have came 
about under CCA rule.  

Chris 
McCaffity 

North 
Carolina 

It is time we reconsider our fishery management priorities. For decades the primary focus has been on stricter 
regulations that restrict our freedom to fish and access public resources with dismal results. The reality is more 
people want to fish recreationally and eat local wild-caught seafood. The good news is we can help most stocks 
overcome habitat-related spawning obstacles. Hatcheries and habitat enhancements can be the perfect blend of 
public water aquaculture and natural seafood that lives wild and free until harvested by independent fishermen. 
Our license fees along with a realignment of management priorities can fund regional stocking efforts for a wide 
variety of native seafood. We could have a year-round flounder fishery. We could once again see herring 
harvested in the spring and enjoy epic fall spot runs as these popular fish and many others thrive at historically 
high levels even as we harvest more. Most size limits could be removed, and reasonable retention limits could 
make it fun to fish without fear of breaking the law. Recreational and commercial fishermen could work together 
with fishery managers and marine patrol as liaisons rather than continuing the adversarial relationship we 
currently suffer. Most of us have a common goal of healthy fisheries that are responsibly harvested with minimal 
waste. The course we are on is leading to stricter regulations while opening the door to industrial fish farming 
operations that will further restrict our freedom to access public waters and resources. Wise use of proven 
management tools that focus on enhancement can support world-class sportfishing and wild-caught seafood 
that is sustainably harvested by independent fishermen. We could set an example for promoting freedom and 
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food security citizens around the globe would want to follow. Does anyone have a better solution for sustainably 
supporting more recreational fishing and wild seafood production?  
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