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RESOLUTION ASKING THE NC MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION (MFC) TO SUPPORT

THE NC DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES (DMF) USE OF THE SUPPLEMENT PROCESS

TO IMPLEMENT ADJUSTMENTS ON SOUTHERN FLOUNDER

WHEREAS, all marine creatures are public trust resources owned equally by all citizens of NC
regardless of residency; and

WHEREAS, the southern flounder fishery is a source of income for the livelihood of commercial
fishermen and is a traditional target by recreational fishermen in Brunswick County; and

WHEREAS, the southern flounder o ulation stocks in NC are classified as" declining" and therepP g

is need to implement a regional management plan that adjusts accordingly; and

WHEREAS, a recent NCDMF stock assessment as well as the peer reviewers agreed that the

stocks are showing no signs of improvement and that harvest of juvenile fish within the population is
questionable; and

WHEREAS, the citizens of Brunswick County have representation through the MFC to manage
these public trust resources conservatively and for all citizens; and

WHEREAS,  many Brunswick County businesses including commercial fishermen,  seafood
retailers, seafood wholesalers, guides, tackle shops, restaurants, lodging and boat dealers provide goods and
services to many local citizens as well as tourists in the pursuit of southern flounder; and

WHEREAS, there is need for absolute and focused management of these fish to attain, and then

maintain, a viable stock of not only southern flounder, but all traditional estuarine fish stocks for our
citizenry to enjoy in the perpetuity as required by the NC Fishery Reform Act of 1997;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Brunswick County Board of Commissioners
asks the NC Marine Fisheries Commission to support the NC Division of Marine Fisheries use of the

supplement process to fairly implement necessary adjustments of southern flounder harvest and those
adjustments are made so that the fishery is maintained for a viable future in order to serve all ofNC' s citizen
fishermen.

This the 18th day of May, 2015. 

C\OCK colt Phillips, Chairman

kunswick County Commissioners
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Margie Stephenson, Clerk to the Boail tJi_ ''^
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COUNTY OF CURRITUCK

A RESOLUTION ASKING THE NC MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION ( NCMFC) TO NOT SUPPORT

THE NC DIVISION OF MARINE FISHERIES ( NCDMF) USE OF THE SUPPLEMENT PROCESS TO

IMPLEMENT REDUCTIONS OF SOUTHERN FLOUNDER

WHEREAS, the southern flounder fishery is regionally diverse throughout Currituck County and

statewide with regard to gear,' timing of harvest and size of fish harvested; and

WHEREAS, the southern flounder fishery is a $ 5. 6 million fishery for NC commercial fishermen and the
economic impact of the. region would be devastating if harvest cuts of 25% to 60% are implemented by

NCMFC; and

WHEREAS, recent NCDMF stock assessment report did not pass peer review and the harvest reduction

parameters are arbitrary and subjective and not based on stakeholder input; and

WHEREAS, the supplement process disenfranchises stakeholders because of lack of public input; and

WHEREAS, Currituck County' s commercial fishermen have already made their investments for the fall
2015 season that will not be able to be recovered, which subjects them to a double economic hit that

will be catastrophic for these small businesses; and

WHEREAS, there is need for thoughtful, arid, comprehensive review of any proposed measure to assess

the long-term viability of the fishery, and that review must incorporate stakeholder input..

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Currituck County Board of Commissioners asks the NC

Marine Fisheries Commission to not support the NC Division of Marine' Fisheries use of the.supplement

process to implement reductions of southern flounder and that any proposal to limit the fishery be
subjected to comprehensive review that includes stakeholder.input.

This the
18th

day of May, 2015.

S. Paul"O' Neal, Chairman V
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