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March 15, 2017 

 

 

Mr. Michael S. Regan, Secretary 

N.C. Department of Environmental Quality 

1601 Mail Service Center 

Raleigh, NC 27699-1601 

Dear Secretary Regan: 

 

At its Feb. 15-16 meeting, the Marine Fisheries Commission voted to 4-2, with 2 abstentions and the 

chairman not voting, to ask you to take under advisement the removal of stocked fish from the N.C. 

Estuarine Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan. This letter serves as notice of that request.  

 

The Marine Fisheries Commission and the Wildlife Resources Commission jointly manage striped bass that 

occur in our estuarine and internal waters.  Both commissions, in conjunction with staff from the Division 

of Marine Fisheries and the Wildlife Resources Commission, develop and approve the N.C. Estuarine 

Striped Bass Fishery Management Plan. 

 

Please note, during this deliberation there was discussion as to whether or not you have authority under 

G.S. 113-182.1 to take this action. However, the commission still moved forward with this motion. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and please let me know if I can provide any further 

information to you on this matter.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 Sammy Corbett, Chairman  

 Marine Fisheries Commission     

  

 cc:  N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission 

     Braxton Davis, Director, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries 
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April 13, 2017 

 

Dear Coastal Recreational Fishing License Committee and Advisers: 

Thank you for your patience as we continue to work with the Department of Environmental Quality 

in evaluating how best to address issues outlined in the March 2, 2017 letter from the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service regarding compliance with the federal Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration 

Act and the Dingell-Johnson Sport Fish Restoration Act. Based on discussions with the department, 

I have decided to temporarily postpone the May 10 meeting of the Coastal Recreational Fishing 

License Committee until these concerns can be addressed. 

 

Again, your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. I will keep you informed as more 

information becomes available on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 Sammy Corbett, Chairman  

 Marine Fisheries Commission     

  

Enclosure 

 cc:  Braxton Davis, Director, N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries 

 

 

NORTH CAROLINA MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

 COMMISSIONERS 

ROY COOPER    MARK GORGES  RICK SMITH 

Governor    Wrightsville Beach  Greenville 

    CHUCK LAUGHRIDGE  MIKE WICKER 

MICHAEL S. REGAN    Harkers Island  Raleigh 

Secretary    JANET ROSE  ALISON WILLIS 

    Moyock  Harkers Island 

SAMMY CORBETT    JOE SHUTE  BRAD KOURY 

Chairman    Morehead City  Burlington 





P.O. Box 769, Morehead City, NC 28557-0769 
portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/ 

 

 
March 3, 2017 

 
 Mr. Dale R. Folwell, Treasurer 
 The Department of State Treasurer 
 325 North Salisbury Street 
 Raleigh, NC  27603-1385 
 
 Dear Mr. Folwell: 
 
Session Law 2005-455, Senate Bill 1126 established the Coastal Recreational Fishing License (CRFL).  This 
Legislation establishes both the Marine Resources Endowment Fund (G.S. 113-175.5) and the Marine 
Resources Fund (G.S. 113-175.1). The revenues from these funds can only be disbursed with the approval of 
the chair of the Marine Fisheries Commission. 
 
This will serve as notification of disbursements approved by the Marine Fisheries Commission. Monies have 
been approved to be disbursed from the Marine Resources Fund with the following listing showing the 
specific project and budget approved by the Marine Fisheries Commission, with consultation of the Wildlife 
Resources Commission. 
 
Project Title FY 2017-18 Funding 
Estimating Survival and Stock Structure of Cobia $166,612 

North Carolina Multi-Species Tagging Program $193,967 

NCDMF Carcass Collection Program $7,750 

North Carolina Sheepshead Study $118,166 

Beaufort Bridgenet Ichthyoplankton Sampling Program $53,475 

Assessing Recreational Fish Use in Strategic Habitat Areas $176,537 

Effects of Isolated Marsh Islands and Fringing Mainland Marshes in Tidal 
Estuaries 

$85,748 

Improving Recreational Fishing Opportunities for Striped Bass in the Cape 
Fear Lock and Dam1 

$259,539 
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Rapid, High-Resolution Mapping of Coastal Strategic Habitats $121,739 

Submerged Aquatic Vegetation Sentinel Sites in Southeastern NC $82,217 

Maintaining and Expand Long-Term Continuous Water Quality Monitoring  $148,993 

Evaluating Cultch Oyster Reefs as Essential Fish Habitat $123,051 

Establish New Artificial Reef in NC State Waters Off the Coast of Dare 
County 

$371,000 

Manns Harbor Boat Access Area $113,000 

Beaufort Boat Access Area $75,000 

NC Recreational Fishing Digest $37,600 

Veterans Park Handicapped Accessible Fishing Access $92,200 

Bicentennial Park Recreational Fishing Pier $98,494 

TOTAL:  $           2,325,088 

 
The Controller for N.C. Department of Environmental Quality will process these disbursements from the 
cash available in the fund. The Division of Marine Fisheries assigned coordinator for these projects is 
Wayne Johannessen and can be reached at (252) 808-8004 with any questions. 
 
  
 Sincerely, 
 

 
 Sammy Corbett, Chairman  
 Marine Fisheries Commission     
  

 
 
 cc:  Rex Whaley, NCDEQ Chief Financial Officer 
     Tracy Little, OSBM Senior Budget Analyst 
        Braxton C. Davis, DMF Director  

Kimberly L. VanMetre, Accounting Manager 
Suzanne R. Guthrie, Administrative Services Officer 
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May 1, 2017 

 
 Mr. Dale R. Folwell, Treasurer 
 The Department of State Treasurer 
 325 North Salisbury Street 
 Raleigh, NC  27603-1385 
 
 Dear Mr. Folwell: 
 
Session Law 2005-455, Senate Bill 1126 established the Coastal Recreational Fishing License (CRFL).  This 
Legislation establishes both the Marine Resources Endowment Fund (G.S. 113-175.5) and the Marine 
Resources Fund (G.S. 113-175.1). The revenues from these funds can only be disbursed with the approval of 
the chair of the Marine Fisheries Commission. 
 
This will serve as notification of disbursements approved by the Marine Fisheries Commission. Monies have 
been approved to be disbursed from the Marine Resources Fund with the following listing showing the 
specific project and budget approved by the Marine Fisheries Commission, with consultation of the Wildlife 
Resources Commission. 
 
Project Title FY 2017-18 Funding 
Coastal Recreational Fishing License Sales and Data Support $448,516 

Fisheries Independent Assessment Program $651,785 

Coastal Angling Program $755,874 

Minimizing Fisheries Related Habitat Impacts $146,884 

Marine Patrol Officers and Temporary Tele Communicator $384,558 

Division Infrastructure Support $411,845 

Senior Stock Assessment Scientist $117,740 

TOTAL:  $           2,917,202 
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The Controller for N.C. Department of Environmental Quality will process these disbursements from the 
cash available in the fund. The Division of Marine Fisheries assigned coordinator for these projects is 
Wayne Johannessen and can be reached at (252) 808-8004 with any questions. 
 
  
Sincerely, 
 

 
 Sammy Corbett, Chairman  
 Marine Fisheries Commission   

 
 cc:  Rex Whaley, NCDEQ Chief Financial Officer 
     Tracy Little, OSBM Senior Budget Analyst 
        Braxton C. Davis, DMF Director  

Kimberly L. VanMetre, Accounting Manager 
Suzanne R. Guthrie, Administrative Services Officer 
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April 4, 2017 

 

Dear Oyster and Hard Clam Fishery Management Plan Advisory Committee: 

The Marine Fisheries Commission voted to adopt the Oyster Fishery Management Plan Amendment 4 and the 
Hard Clam Fishery Management Plan Amendment 2 on Feb. 15, 2017 at its Wilmington business meeting.  
When a plan is adopted, the management strategies are implemented by proclamation, rule or both.  For these 
plans, the management strategies implemented by rule are scheduled to be effective May 1, 2017.   

You can view or download the plans on the Division of Marine Fisheries’ website by going to 
http://portal.ncdenr.org/web/mf/fmps-under-development, scrolling down to Hard Clam FMP and selecting the 
Hard Clam FMP Amendment 2 and Oyster FMP and selecting the Oyster FMP Amendment 4.  If you have 
trouble accessing the plan online, please contact Catherine Blum at 252-808-8014 or 
Catherine.Blum@ncdenr.gov. 

On behalf of the commission and the division, I would like to thank you for your dedication and service in 
developing these fishery management plans. You have spent countless hours and driven numerous miles to 
participate in meetings, review materials and provide invaluable advice. Now, with the adoption of the plans, 
your advisory committee has completed its mission and is being disbanded.  And while your work on these 
plans are finished, there are still plenty of other fisheries issues that we could use your input on. Please stay 
involved by attending commission and advisory committee meetings and providing your thoughts on fisheries 
management. 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sammy Corbett, Chairman 
N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission 
 
cc:    Marine Fisheries Commission 
 Braxton Davis 
 Catherine Blum 
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Members of the Marine Fisheries Commission: 
 
I am sending in this letter as a public comment that I would like to be read at your 
next meeting.  It contains a formal request for your consideration.  For the reasons 
that I am outlining below, I am asking for a gill net ban in our rivers, creeks, and 
sounds.  The reasons are many, and I hope to effectively explain them in the 
paragraphs that follow.   
 
To begin with, our fishery is in serious trouble.  Fish stocks on several species have 
been reduced to alarmingly low levels.  The striped bass in the Neuse River, and 
others, has been reduced to less than 10% of its historic population.  Because their 
numbers are so low, they are unable to reproduce sufficiently.  For several years 
now, those fish have been stocked in the river to try to maintain the fishery, but it is 
failing.  While it is true that some biologists are arguing over factors such as 
oxygenation, current, and salinity as to why the striped bass are not reproducing 
very successfully, what is not under debate is that the overwhelming cause of 
striped bass mortality is bycatch in gill nets targeting other species like flounder, 
shad, and mullet.  In a bill currently under consideration in the General Assembly 
that calls for a zero harvest, it is pointed out that it costs the state over $600,000 to 
stock these fish only to allow a very few commercial fishermen to harvest them, 
with the value averaging $400 per fisherman that harvests striped bass.  Not only is 
that poor management, but it is bad economics.  So, once again, this commission has 
a chance to enact policy that makes sense BOTH ENVIRONMENTALLY AND 
ECONOMICALLY.  Take the necessary step and remove gill nets from our estuarine 
waters.   
 
Next, our flounder population continues to decline.  I know that recent flounder 
restrictions were passed by the MFC, but their enforcement continues to be held up 
by an injunction, and are awaiting a ruling in court.  Meanwhile, recreational 
fishermen have seen their creel limit reduced to four fish, and the netters continue 
to pound the rivers and creeks unabashed.  While on the lower Neuse River near 
Oriental last week, I was astonished to see the river shore completely covered by 
flounder nets from above Pearce Creek to the mouth of lower Broad Creek.  The nets 
were being manned by three local families of fishermen.  So, three boats had 
effectively roped off over two miles of shoreline.  That is simply intolerable!!  IF the 
courts rule in favor of the commercial fishermen, is the MFC prepared to enact the 
required restrictions on commercial harvest?  Past history would suggest not, but 
nonetheless, flounder harvest must be further reduced.   The only way to ensure 
that happens is to issue a proclamation removing the nets permanently. 
 
Another reason that the gill nets must be removed from our inshore waters is the 
incredible amount of bycatch they generate.  Those in the commercial industry will 
argue that the gill nets are clean and selective, however, direct observation proves it 
to be quite the opposite.  Last summer and fall, the Neuse River was full with 
hundreds of thousands (maybe millions) of small red drum from a previous spawn.  
Every point, pocket, and creek was covered in 8 – 10” redfish.  By now, those same 



redfish should be 12 – 15” long.  It is well established from fisheries studies that red 
drum of that size do not migrate out into the sounds and ocean.  They stay in the 
creeks of that particular river until they reach maturity.  As someone who is on the 
water often enough to make this statement with certainty, THOSE REDFISH ARE 
GONE.  They have been removed from the river system, and wasted as bycatch, by 
gill netters targeting either trout or flounder over the winter and spring.  The exact 
same thing can be said for the thousands and thousands of striped bass that left the 
Pamlico River system after a fantastic spawn and showed up en masse in the lower 
Neuse River at the same time as the redfish did.  Like the red drum, those stripers by 
now would have reached a size of 12 – 15”.  But they too have been taken out of the 
estuary by netters.  Again, an unbelievable waste of a valued and endangered 
species in my home river as those striped bass could have helped to repopulate the 
Neuse River.   
 
I live in Oriental, and I am well aware of the heritage, history and economic impact 
the commercial industry has had on this region and state.  It is never comfortable to 
say that sweeping changes are needed that will affect the lives of those associated 
with this industry.  However, fundamental change is absolutely needed.  I have 
heard the argument from the commercial industry that there are plenty of fish and 
that those who argue in favor of the resource just don’t know what they are talking 
about.  I have heard the commercial industry deny and dispute the science that 
convincingly states that we are losing our fish stocks at an alarming rate.  My 
rebuttal to that is simple.  Those who run thousands of yards of net day after day 
after day will be the LAST ones to see a decline in the fish populations.  Those who  
fish frequently on the leftovers will be the first to see the decline.  As one of the 
latter, I can tell you that action is long overdue, the gill nets must be removed, and 
they must be removed now.   
 
I thank you for your consideration in this sensitive matter.  And, again, I implore you 
to take the one step that is necessary to protect our estuarine resources.  Remove all 
gill nets from our rivers, creeks, and sounds.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Stuart Creighton 
 
 
 



REMINDER 
 

MANDATORY EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS  
______________________________________________ 

 
MANDATORY EDUCATION.  
 
Public Servants and Ethics Liaisons. The State Government Ethics Act requires that every 
public servant and ethics liaison complete an ethics and lobbying education presentation/program 
approved by the State Ethics Commission within 6 months of the person’s election, reelection, 
appointment, or employment and complete a refresher ethics presentation at least every two years 
thereafter.   
 
The willful failure of a public servant serving on a board to comply with the education requirements 
may subject the person to removal from the board.  The willful failure of a public servant who is a 
State employee to comply with the education requirement may be considered a violation of a written 
work order permitting disciplinary action.  Therefore, if there are public servants in your agency or 
on your covered state board or commission who are past due for completing their ethics education 
requirements, those individuals should attend a live presentation, distance video-streamed 
presentation or complete the online education as soon as possible. 
 
Legislators.  The State Government Ethics Act requires that every legislator complete an ethics 
and lobbying education presentation/program approved by the State Ethics Commission and the 
Legislative Ethics Committee within 2 months of either the convening of the General Assembly to 
which the legislator is elected or the legislator’s appointment, whichever is later, and complete a 
refresher ethics education presentation at least every two years thereafter.   
 
The willful failure of a legislator to comply with these education requirements may subject the 
legislator to sanctions under the Legislative Ethics Act. 
 
Legislative Employees.  The State Government Ethics Act requires that every legislative 
employee complete an ethics and lobbying education presentation/program approved by the State 
Ethics Commission and the Legislative Ethics Committee within 3 months of the person’s 
employment and complete a refresher ethics education presentation at least every two years 
thereafter.   
 
The willful failure of a legislative employee to comply with these education requirements may 
subject the person to disciplinary action by their hiring authority. 
 
Legislators and Legislative Employees may check the status of their ethics education by going to 
the General Assembly intra-net page.  Legislators and legislative employees who are past due for 
completing their ethics education requirements should contact Denise Adams with the Research 
Division of the General Assembly at denise.adams@ncleg.net or 919-301-1991 to 
coordinate/schedule their ethics education training.  
 

mailto:denise.adams@ncleg.net


 
ETHICS AND LOBBYING EDUCATION TRAINING. 
 
Public Servants and Ethics Liaisons may complete the required basic or refresher ethics and 
lobbying education training by either attending a live presentation, a distance video streamed 
presentation or completing the online education modules.  
 

• Live and Distance Video-Streamed Presentation Dates.  The State Ethics Commission 
has scheduled live ethics and lobbying education presentations and distance video-
streamlined presentations for the remainder of 2014.  Dates, locations, and registration 
information are on the Commission’s website at:  
www.ethicscommission.nc.gov/education/eduSchedule.aspx. 

 
• Online Education.  The State Ethics Commission also offers online ethics and lobbying 

education.  The education modules and instructions are  on the Commission’s website at:  
www.ethicscommission.nc.gov/education/eduOnline.aspx.  

 
Legislators may complete the required basic or refresher ethics and lobbying education training by 
attending a live presentation at the beginning of the legislative session jointly provided by the Ethic 
Commission and the Research Division of the General Assembly.    
 
Legislative Employees may complete the required basic or refresher ethics and lobbying education 
training by going online to the General Assembly intra-net page.   
 
 
REGISTRATION AND QUESTIONS.  
 

• Public Servants and Ethics Liaisons please contact Sue Lundberg at (919) 715-2071 or by 
e-mail at Education.Ethics@doa.nc.gov to register for ethics and lobbying education training 
or if you have ethics education questions.  
 

• Legislators and Legislative Employees please contact the General Assembly ethics 
hotline at 919-301-1991 or email Denise Adams at denise.adams@ncleg.net if you have 
questions about the ethics and lobbying education training or have ethics education 
questions. 
 

 
Thank you for giving this matter your immediate attention and for sharing this information with all 
members of your covered board, commission or committee, all staff and employees covered under 
the State Government Ethics Act, and all legislators and legislative employees. 
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2017 Meeting Planning Calendar 
 

June 22, 2016 

January  February  March 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4     1 2 3 4 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11  5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18  12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25  19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
29 30 31      26 27 28      26 27 28 29 30 31  
                       
     

April  May  June 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
      1   1 2 3 4 5 6      1 2 3 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  7 8 9 10 11 12 13  4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15  14 15 16 17 18 19 20  11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22  21 22 23 24 25 26 27  18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29  28 29 30 31     25 26 27 28 29 30  
30                       

     
July   August  September 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
      1    1 2 3 4 5       1 2 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8  6 7 8 9 10 11 12  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15  13 14 15 16 17 18 19  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22  20 21 22 23 24 25 26  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29  27 28 29 30 31    24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
30 31                      

     
October  November  December 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa  Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7     1 2 3 4       1 2 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14  5 6 7 8 9 10 11  3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21  12 13 14 15 16 17 18  10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28  19 20 21 22 23 24 25  17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
29 30 31      26 27 28 29 30    24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
                31       

 

 MFC   Southern Regional AC 
 ASMFC  Northern Regional AC 
 SAFMC  Finfish AC 
 MAFMC  Habitat and Water Quality AC 
 State Holiday  Shellfish/Crustacean AC 
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