P Noth Carolina Exploring the Potential of Citizen Science
Division of Marine Fisheries "8
. il “Catch U Later” Smartphone Application Update

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

e, Marine Fisheries
Program
Andrew Cathey | November 18, 2021




. Harvest Estimates Estimate Status Year  Common Name

Total Harvest (A+B1) PSE Harvest {A+B1) Total Weight {Ib) PSE

a re p reCIse FIMAL 2018  SOUTHERN FLOUMNDER 217,805 19.3 495289 | 18.5
FINAL 2019 SOUTHERM FLOUMDER 163,045 191 3BT 203 233
FIMAL 2020 S0OUTHERM FLOUMDER 152 244 14 395765 20.7
. . ** Contribution
* Discard Estimates are Estimate Status Year Common Name Released Alive (B2) PSE °ft'n'“ﬂ":|t:ﬂd£§ta
H : Alive Rate
severely limited
FIMAL 2018 LEFTEYE FLOUMDER GEMNUS 1497351 11.4 0%
FIMAL 2019 | LEFTEYE FLOUMDER GEMUS 2053642 146 0%
FIMAL 2020 | LEFTEYE FLOUMDER GEMNUS 2528335 135 9340

»Field Staff do not physically
see discarded catch

»Discarded flounder are
recorded to the genus level

»No Biological Data:
Length/Weight
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‘i Catch U Later Research Objectives

1. What are the species specific contributions to generic
flounder discards?

Benefit: Accurately classify generic discards

2%
Year Common Name Released Alive (B2) PSE

2020 | LEFTEYE FLOUNDER GENUS 2528335 135 *

E Southern W Summer & Gulf
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- Catch U Later Research Objectives |
2. Whatis the species specific length distribution of
discarded flounder?
Benefit: Evaluation of catch at size

2020 Southern Flounder Weighted Length Frequency
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Catch U Later Research Objectives
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3. Can anglers tell the difference between North Carolina’s Flounder
species?

Benefit: Evaluate the feasibility of single species management

What about spots?

Southern Flounder

A % 4
Ocellated or “eye” spot
(Summer & gulf flounder)

Summear Flounder

Mon-ocellated spot
(Southern flounder)

Gulf Flounder
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Eress to Date: App Development

Launched Application August 23, 2021
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= & Edit Release = & EditRelease

-A Length (Total Length)
v

s TOTA] LENGTH ey

= & Edit Release

Select Location

B Length Not Recorded

Location:
34° 42' -76° 41"

Optional Information

Record the total length of the fish in
inches, from the tip of the snout with
closed mouth to the end of the tail.

Do not show when editing length
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Preliminary Data: Unusable Records

Of 288 records submitted

26 or (11%) could not be used
due to a lack of picture or
unusable picture



Year Common Name Released Alive (B2) PSE

2020 | LEFTEYE FLOUNDER GENUS 2528335 135

3.3%

> Observed from
Catch U Later

84.2%

= FLOUNDER, GULF FLOUNDER, SOUTHERN = FLOUNDER, SUMMER

2%

|

> Estimated from
MRIP Harvest Ratios

66%
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"il’reliminary Data: Species Specific Discard L
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inary Data: Can Anglers Identify 1

Correct Identification by Species

No Yes No Yes No Yes
FLOUNDER, GULF FLOUNDER, SOUTHERN FLOUNDER, SUMMER




Questions, Comments, Concerns
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