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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
thank you. I am Corrin Flora. I am the Fishery Management Plan Coordinator for the Division. Today I am giving an overview of the Fishery Management Plans under review. There is a corresponding memo in your briefing materials under Fishery Management Plans. This presentation is for information purposes, staff will get into more details in following presentations for action items.
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Status of Ongoing Fishery Management Plans

• Eastern Oyster/Hard Clam
• Estuarine Striped Bass
• Striped Mullet
• Spotted Seatrout
• Blue Crab

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The species I will review today include



Eastern Oyster and Hard Clam FMPs
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• Plan is under review
• Plan Development Team established
• Identifying data sources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a reminder, the oyster and clam plans was opened in August so we are in the extremely early stages of the plan process. Internally the Division has established our plan development team. This is the group of staff who work together to draft the documents for plans. The PDT is identifying and pulling together data from various sources to begin assessing wild harvest needs prior to bringing the FMP to the public.



Estuarine Striped Bass FMP

4

• Preferred management selected May 2022
• MFC tabled discussion August 2022
• Vote to adopt the Estuarine Striped Bass FMP Amendment 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
At your May meeting, the commission selected preferred management for Amendment 2. The DEQ Secretary reported changes to the appropriate legislative bodies and the Amendment was brought back to be adopted at the August meeting. At that time the commission voted to table discussion so new commissioners had time to familiarize themselves better with the plan. Today the commission will have the opportunity to further discuss Amendment 2 and vote on adopting Amendment 2.



Estuarine Striped Bass FMP
Adaptive Management
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• Stock Assessment Update Albemarle-Roanoke stock
• Data through 2022
• Adaptive management allows for management changes to address 

results of the stock assessment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the meantime, due to juvenile abundance concerns, staff have been working on a stock assessment update for the Albemarle Roanoke stock. The update includes data through 2022. Division and WRC staff continue to work together on the update. Adaptive management in the FMP allows for management changes to address whatever the results indicate.



Striped Mullet FMP
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• Stock assessment indicates overfished and overfishing
• Supplement developed to implement temporary management

oLong-term interest of the stock
oAddresses overfishing
oIn place until Amendment 2 is adopted

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The striped mullet peer reviewed stock assessment indicates the stock is overfished and overfishing is occurring. Based on the stock assessment results, The DEQ Secretary has determined it is in the long-term interest of the stock to implement temporary management. This management is meant to address the overfishing status of the stock and will remain in place until Amendment 2 is adopted.



Striped Mullet FMP
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• Scoping September 26 – October 7
oScoping document to guide discussion
oOnline and in-person participation
oMFC opportunity to provide input on management strategies

• Approve Amendment 2 Goal and Objectives

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The fisheries reform act requires management be implemented to address the overfishing and overfished status of the stock. Prior to the Division developing management in Amendment 2 to the FMP, we held a scoping period from September 26-October 7 to discuss management strategies with stakeholders. Stakeholder input is imperative to our plans and is best when we have it before writing the draft amendment. A scoping document was developed by staff to guide conversation. The public had online and in-person opportunities to participate. Staff will go over scoping insights with the commission tomorrow morning and you will have the opportunity to inform management strategies further. Also, staff will be presenting you with the Amendment 2 draft Goal and Objectives. At that time you will be asked to review and approve them.



Spotted Seatrout FMP
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• Stock assessment completed
oStock includes North Carolina and Virginia
oPeer reviewed
oBest available science
oDivision approved for management

• FMP Scoping will occur early 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The spotted seatrout stock assessment was completed. This stock includes fish in North Carolina and Virginia. A peer review panel and the Division agree this assessment is the best available science and appropriate to base management on. Today staff will present a bit of background on the data which is used  in the stock assessment as well as a stock assessment review. The Division will be moving forward with development of Amendment 1 to the plan. Before drafting Amendment 1, we will hold public scoping in early 2023.



Blue Crab FMP
Adaptive Management
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• Amendment 3 adaptive management included a stock assessment 
update
oUpdate will begin in 2023
oData through 2022

• Amendment 3 established criteria for Diamondback Terrapin 
Management Areas
oRequire a DMF approved device in pot March 1 – October 31
oCriteria allows for changes in approved device list
oDivision is reviewing research on a NC crabber designed device

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And I would like to touch base on blue crab. Amendment 3 was adopted in 2020 and included adaptive management. The sustainable harvest Adaptive management indicated that the stock assessment would be updated at least once between reviews of the plan. This update will begin in 2023 and use data through 2022. At that time the Division will report results to the MFC. adaptive management allows for management to be tightened or loosened depending on the status.

Amendment 3 Diamondback Terrapin Management Areas Criteria also include adaptive management which allows for changes to the approved devices list. These areas require approved devices in pots from March 1 – October 31 annually. In 2020, NC Crabbers proposed an innovative design for crab pots which narrowed the funnel of the pot to serve as the device. The plan requires devices reduce terrapin interactions similar or better than current approved devices. UNCW and the Division have been researching this device and are now reviewing the research to see if it may be added to the approved devices list. The division will consult with the shellfish crustacean AC prior to amending the approved BRD list.



FMP Process November 2022
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• Division holds public scoping period

• Marine Fisheries Commission approve goal and objectives of FMP

• Division drafts FMP

• Division holds FMP workshop to further develop draft FMP with advisory committee

• Division updates draft FMP

• Marine Fisheries Commission reviews draft FMP and votes to send for public and advisory committee review

• Public and advisory committee review period

• Marine Fisheries Commission selects preferred management options

• DEQ Secretary reports FMP progress to legislative bodies for review

• Marine Fisheries Commission votes to adopt the FMP

• Division and Marine Fisheries Commission implement management strategies

Striped Mullet

Spotted Seatrout

Striped Bass

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’ll wrap up today with the FMP process graphic as I normally do. This puts into perspective where we are with plans. Spotted Seatrout and mullet are at the beginning of this process with scoping and goal and objective approval while striped bass is at the end waiting on adoption.



FMP Process: Adaptive Management
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• Division and Marine Fisheries Commission implement management strategies

• Estuarine Striped Bass
oStock assessment update

• Blue Crab
oStock assessment update
oDiamondback Terrapin Approved Biological Reduction Devices

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I’ll wrap up today with the FMP process graphic as I normally do. This puts into perspective where we are with plans. Spotted Seatrout and mullet are at the beginning of this process with scoping and goal and objective approval while striped bass is at the end waiting on adoption.
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See Website for More 
Information
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Questions?

Fisheries Management Plan Coordinator
Corrin Flora
Corrin.Flora@ncdenr.gov
252-808-8014

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I will take any questions you may have.  As always if there are any questions outside of this meeting on the FMP process, my information is included on the screen feel free to contact me at any time. 
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