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How To FIND Us

Buckridge is located along the southwestern shores of
the Alligator River, abutting the community of Gum Neck.
To access the site take NC 94 south from Columbia,
turn east on North Gum Neck Rd. to Grapevine Landing
Rd., which bisects the main portion of the Reserve. The
Reserve can also be accessed by boat from nearby
Wildlife Resources Commission boat ramps.
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North Carolina
Coastal Reserve
Columbia Field Office
1107 Highway 64 East
Columbia, NC 27925
(252) 796-3709
www.nccoastalreserve.net

Buckridge Coastal Reserve is managed by the Division
of Coastal Management to protect under-represented
coastal habitats for research, education, and compatible
traditional uses. Support and assistance of the N.C.
Wildlife Resources Commission for road maintenance
and wildlife managment is gratefully acknowledged.
This site is a three-day per week game land and a
dedicated State Nature Preserve.

The North Carolina Coastal Reserve is a part of the North
Carolina Division of Coastal Management, a division
of the North Carolina Department of Environment and
Natural Resources.

750 copies of this document were printed at a cost of $757.50
or $1.01 per copy. Funding for this project was provided by
NOAA grant NAO7NOS4190078 Section 306.
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EMILY & RICHARDSON
PREYER BUCKRIDGE

CoASTAL RESERVE
GuM NEckK, NC




Nonriverine Swamp Forest
» This wet, poorly drained community is well
represented at Buckridge and can be distinguished
from other peatland communities by the dominance
of swamp trees, such as tupelo and bald cypress,
though disturbed examples may have red maple
and sweet gum as dominant species. These
swamps are wet due to high groundwater rather
than flowing or flooded water.

» Canopy trees of this community may also include
loblolly pine, pond pine, tulip poplar and Atlantic
white cedar. The understory ranges from open to
dense, with sweetbay magnolia, swamp red bay,
swamp titi, fetterbush, and sweet pepperbush
commonly found. The plants of this community
are adapted for wet or flooded conditions during
different parts of the year.

Peatland Atlantic White Cedar Forest
While Atlantic white cedar are necessarily dominant
for this community type, a small number of pond
pine, loblolly pine, red maple, and tupelo are
occassionally found in the canopy. Understory
species may include sweetbay magnolia, loblolly
bay, swamp red bay, fetterbush, swamp titi,
inkberry, maleberry, blue huckleberry, and gallberry.

» This globally rare community occurs due to a very
particular fire regime. Old stands are cleared by a
catastrophic fire disturbance allowing the seedbed
preserved in the wet peat soils underneath to
germinate. Atlantic white cedar stands are usually
even-aged and very dense. A young 4,000 acre
stand at Buckridge is belived to be the largest
contiguous example of this community in the state.

Tldal Cypress-Gum Swamp
Cypress-Gum swamps occur along the margin of
the freshwater side of estuaries. At Buckridge these
areas may be flooded regularly or irregularly by the
wind-driven tides. The canopy is dominated by bald
cypress, tupelo, and sometimes by loblolly pine and
red maple. Understory species include swamp red
bay, sweetbay magnolia, red cedar, and Carolina
ash. A well-developed shrub layer includes wax

myrtle, swamp titi, highbush blueberry, swamp rose,

and giant cane.

*  This community abuts the tidal freshwater marsh
or open water as you approach the river. Saltwater
intrusion from major storms can cause many of this
community’s trees to die, leaving standing dead
timber along the shores of Buckridge.
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Pond Pine Woodland

This community is dominated by pond pine but

sometimes has loblolly bay as a codominant species.

Occasionally the canopy will also contain sweetbay
magnolia, red maple, swamp red bay, and Atlantic
white cedar. Pond pine woodlands typically possess
a tall, dense shrub layer, often greater than 15 feet
high. Species of the shrub layer include swamp titi,
inkberry, fetterbush, maleberry, large gallberry, blue
huckleberry, and sweet pepperbush.

This community is typically not as wet as others at
Buckridge, and as such it is more susceptible to fire.
It is believed that vast canebrake savannas may
have existed in areas where this community had
frequent fires during pre-colonization times.

Mammals

Larger mammal species found on the site include
bobcat, bear, beaver, river otter, white-tailed deer,
raccoon, Virginia opossum, and gray fox.

Red wolves also occur in and around the Reserve,
but these endangered predators are secretive
animals that are rarely seen.

Reptlles and Amphibians

A wide variety of reptiles and amphibians occur on
site including dozens of species of turtles, lizards,
snakes, and frogs.

American alligators can also be found at Buckridge
but they are typically cryptic and difficult to observe.

Venomous species confirmed to occur at Buckridge
include: canebrake rattlesnakes, copperheads,
water moccasins, and pigmy rattlesnakes. The
pigmy rattlesnake is at the northern limit of its range
and in this area it has an unusual pinkish to red
coloration.

Blrds

Bird species composition in the forest is seasonal.

A few notable species include the red-cockaded
woodpecker, bald eagle, wood duck, prothonotary
warbler, barred owl, and wild turkey.

Standing dead timber in parts of Buckridge provide
abundant natural nest sites for cavity nesters.

The endangered red-cockaded woodpecker is an
unusual cavity nester in that it only nests in living
trees.



