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Glass recycling in North Carolina has changed 
over the years. In the early days, most com-
mercial and residential recycling programs col-
lected glass separated by color. The volumes 
may have been lower, but the quality was con-
sistent. Most recyclers would deliver material 
directly to the bottle plants and sell it as recy-
cled cullet for use in making new bottles. 
Driven in part by the move to single-stream 
collection and the desire of bottle plants to 
source a consistent and clean supply of mate-
rial, all glass is now managed through secon-
dary glass processors before going to a bottle 
plant for use as recycled cullet. 
 
Bottle plants want to increase the percent of 
recycled cullet they use to make bottles. The 

The interior of the new Reflective Recycling facility in Wilson 
is shown above. The processing line cleans up the glass 
stream as it moves through the plant.  

more recycled cullet the bottle plants use, the 
more energy they can save by being able to run 
their furnaces at lower temperatures. As the 
recycled content is pushed to the 55ð60 per-
cent range, a companyõs ability to handle con-
tamination in their feedstock mix decreases. 
 
In response, Reflective Recycling has invested 
more than $8 million in a state-of-the-art glass 
processing facility in Wilson. The investment 
will allow for the processing of a large volume 
of òdirtyó glass that typically comes from single
-stream material recovery facilities. The new 
Reflective facility can process òdirtyó glass into 
a clean and color-sorted feedstock to supply 
various end-market customers ñ including the 
Verallia bottle plant also located in Wilson. 
Verallia makes bottles for Budweiser and Mt. 
Olive Pickles, to name a few. 
 
Most of the material fed through the Reflective 
Recycling plant in Wilson is generated through 
residential and commercial curbside recycling 
programs from across North Carolina and 
beyond. Material from curbside collection is 
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sorted at a material recovery facility. Various material 
recovery facilities supply glass (in some cases òglass con-
taining residueó) to Reflective Recycling. 
 
The new plant is 128,000 square feet and has the capacity 
to process more than 20 tons per hour. The final product 
generated at the plant is color-sorted, furnace-ready cul-
let. This material makes up about 70 percent of the prod-
uct leaving the plant. End-uses for the other grades of 
glass that are produced include: highway beads used in 
the production of reflectors, concrete additives, non-
carcinogenic abrasives, and feedstock for fiberglass pro-
duction. 
 
The plant is in a repurposed building ñ a previously 
vacant manufacturing site ñ and used reclaimed I-beams 
for the construction of the glass processing line that was 
built inside. The new facility also includes energy efficient 

A dump trailer waits on the scales before proceeding 
to the tip floor to dump its load of glass. 

lighting, electric switching and computer-controlled 
equipment that can be monitored online. 
 
Reflective Recycling currently employs 40 workers at the 
plant in Wilson. Reflective Recycling began 10 years ago 
with just two employees in Winston-Salem. It has grown 
to 11 facilities (four serving North Carolina) and 85 total 
employees. 
 
For more information about Reflective Recycling, contact 
Bill Clark at 281-520-0613, or Bill.Clark@Ref-Ind.com.  
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Glass-containing material, primarily from MRF operations, is fed by conveyor (shown above left) from the tipping 
floor into the plant. Clean, furnace-ready cullet is the final goal. Above right shows flint ready for the glass plant. 
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