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by Matt Todd, Recycling Business Development Specialist

Glass recycling in North Carolina has changetbre recycled cullet the bottle plants use, the
over the years. In the early days, most comore energy they can save by being able to riin
mercial and residential recycling programs ctileir furnaces at lower temperatures. As th
lected glass separated by color. The volunmesycled content is pushed to thé6B5per-
may have been lower, but the quality was cane n t range, a companpods
sistent. Most recyclers would deliver matertaimination in their feedstock mix decreases.
directly to the bottle plants and sell it as recy-
cled cullet for use in making new bottledn response, Reflective Recycling has investgd
Driven in part by the move to singteeam more than $8 million in a statkethe-art glass
collection and the desire of bottle plants tprocessing facility in Wilson. The investmen
source a consistent and clean supply of matgH allow for the processing of a large vqumJ
rial, all glass is now managed through secanf o0di rtyo6 gl ass t ha ty
dary glass processors before going to a bottéream material recovery facilities. The ney
plant for use as recycled cullet. Reflective facility an
a clean and colsorted feedstock to supply
Bottle plants want to increase the percent wérious enginarket customerfs including the
recycled cuIIet they use to make bottles Therallia bottle plant also located in Wilsonj
; : ; Verallia makes bottles for Budweiser and M}
Olive Pickles, to name a few.

Recycling plant in Wilson is generated throu
residential and commercial curbside recycli
programs from across North Carolina and
beyond. Material from curbside collection i

Most of the material fed through the Reflectiv%
9
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Inside

Sonoco Operates Onslow County MR&-. .| 3
RBAC Grant Winners Announcédé é é 4
CRA Conference Rises to New Heigltés. .| 6

S . . e | N.C. Federal Environmental Sympogiuén7
The interior of the new Reflective Recycling facility in Wilson e e e

is shown above. The processing line cleans up the glasy oo bred 6 & 6 6 & A& & & & & &
stream as it moves through the plant. -
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Glasscontaining material, primarily from MRF operations, is fed by conveyor (shown above left) from the tipping
floor into the plant. Clean, furnaceready cullet is the final goal. Above right shows flint ready for the glass plant.
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sorted at a material recovery facility. Various mateligtiting, electric switching and compuatentrolled
recovery facilities suppeqgyipmgntthascanbg manitoredomiee. cases 0gl as s
taining residuedé) to Reflective Recycling.

Reflective Recycling currently employs 40 workers at the
The new plant is 128,000 square feet and has the capalaity in Wilson. Reflective Recycling began 10 years ago
to process more than 20 tons per hour. The final produdth just two employees in Winst®alem. It has grown
generated at the plant is cedorted, furnaceeady cul- to 11 facilities (four serving North Carolina) and 85 total
let. This material makes up about 70 percent of the prethiployees.
uct leaving the plant. Euudes for the other grades of
glass that are produced include: highway beads usdebimmore information about Reflective Recycling, contact
the production of reflectors, concrete additives; noBill Clark at 285200613, oBill.Clark@Refnd.com
carcinogenic abrasives, and feedstock for fiberglass pro-
duction.

Natural Capi’cal Investment Fund

The plant is in a repurposed buildihnga previously
vacant manufacturing siteand used reclaimedbéams
for the construction of the glass processing line that
built inside. The new facility also includes energy effiq

NCIF makes loans and investments
in the $35,000 to $250,000 range,
primarily to expanding businesses.
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husinesses interested

in NCIF funding should contact

Rick Larson at rlarson@conservationfund.org
or by phone at (919) 967-2223.

NCIF is an affiliate of The Conservation Fund, a na-
tional nomprofit with a unique commitment to balanced
land and water conservation solutions that emphasize
the integration of economic and environmental goals.

NCIF

A dump trailer waits on the scales before proceeding
to the tip floor to dump its load of glass.

Recycling Works -2- Spring 2012


mailto:Bill.Clark@Ref-Ind.com



















