Marine Fisheries
Shellfish Sanitation Crustacea Dealer Permit and Certificate of Compliance

What Activities Require This Permit? Wholesale processing when carried out in conjunction with the cooking of
crustacea or crustacea meat (crab, shrimp, crayfish, lobster) including: receiving, refrigerating, air-cooling, picking,
packing, repacking of cooked meat, thermal processing, or pasteurizing.

What Is The Purpose of This Permit? To assure that fresh picked, ready-to-eat, pasteurized, thermally processed,
and re-packed cooked crabmeat is processed in a sanitary manner and in compliance with HACCP principles and in
compliance with NC Rules governing the wholesale processing of crustacea.

Who Issues This Permit? Shellfish Sanitation and Recreational Water Quality, Division of Marine Fisheries.

How Much Will This Permit Cost? There is no cost for this permit. A dealer's license may be required to be purchased
from the Division of Marine Fisheries. The DMF can be contacted at (252) 515-5500.

What Are My Payment Options for Permit Application Fees? Not applicable.
If Paying by Check, Who do I Make the Check Payable to and Where Do I Send the Check? Not applicable.

Where Can I Get The Application For This Permit? Applications are typically issued during a courtesy inspection of
the applicant's facility. This inspection will detail everything that is needed to become a certified dealer. General
information on dealer requirements can be obtained by calling the Shellfish Sanitation and Recreational Water Quality
Section at (252) 515-5656.

How Long Will It Take To Review My Application? Typically, applications are issued and completed at the courtesy
inspection and the permit is issued the same day as the inspection.

Where Do I Submit My Application? Applications are typically collected on-site during the certification inspection.

How Long Is My Permit or License or Certificate Valid? Crustacea Certifications are good for up to one year but
expire each year on March 31.

Notes/Comments: It is important to contact the Shellfish and Sanitation and Recreational Water Quality Section to
obtain the general information on dealer requirements prior to the courtesy inspection. In most cases, this will allow the
permit to be issued the same day as the inspection.

Legal Authority/Statute Reference
GS 113-221.2

Links: https://www.deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/marine-fisheries/shellfish-sanitation-and-recreational-water-quality

Statewide Contact Information:

Division of Marine Fisheries

Shellfish Sanitation and Recreational Water Quality
PO Box 769

Morehead City, NC 28557-0769

Telephone: (252) 515-5656

Fax: (252) 515-5657
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