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Figure 1.—The relationship of solls, landscape, and dominant plants on the Outer Banks.

NATIVE PLANTINGS IN THE
COASTAL LANDSCAPE




NATURAL BEAUTY OF NC COAST




NATIVE PLANTS=
MORE THAN JUST A PRETTY FACE
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COASTAL HOST
PLANTS

Bay (Persea sp.) and
Palamedes Swallowtail

Hercules Club

(Zanthoxylum clava-herculis) and
Giant Swallowtail

Cherry (Prunus) and
Red Spotted Purple
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CLI: COASTAL LANDSCAPE ——

INITIATIVE

\
Public and private sector ,
partners work together to i \\ s TR , ) B
encourage sustainable practices S e ,/
in coastal communities. s, N e

Seek to foster coastal landscapes
that are beautiful, functional,
cost-efficient

& environmentally friendly.
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Coastal Landscaping Initiative (CLI) Goals:

¢ promote use of native plants
** increase public awareness of sustainable
landscape practices

**» create and share educational materials




WHY NATIVE PLANTS ON THE COAST?

* NC has >12,000 miles of shoreline Coastal NC growth rate!
* Environmental Problems associated

with Coastal Development

+ Water quality (pesticide and fertilizer use)

» Water availability (lawns, other heavy water users)

* Habitat Loss (habitat destruction for development,
use of invasive plants in the landscape)




WORKING WITH THE PLANTS
THAT MAKE THE
NC COAST BEAUTIFUL
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USING NATIVE PLANTS IN
THE LANDSCAPE

Decreases need for
* Fertilizer and pesticide use

* Irrigation

Contributes to habitat
creation and preservation







CHALLENGES=OPPORTUNITIES




NATIVE

LANDSCAPING:

HOW TO
DO IT

|. Where am I?
Appropriate
plant selection

2. Think year-
round- not just
spring and

for your site summer
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APPROPRIATE PLANT SELECTION:
“RIGHT PLANT, RIGHT PLACE”

Maritime Forest
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BIRD FRIENDLY SCREEN

I AREAS Wi

All of the plants in this design were chosen
momab&dswﬂ»yud TboWuM)ﬂ!o
fnkberry, and 8 y 3l prodi

2 great screen to increase privacy or block
unwanted views, but it would 3o make
a wonderful stanclaione garden ace for
mmmmm Since only
fermale plants the Wax Myrtle and Inkberry
will prodhuce fiowers and berries, make
sure that you choose a fermale plant at the
nursery and there ace male plants nearby.
sammm“ww»m
can probably be achieved from
wild species or ndghbaﬁlgpknu,hn»
pkyksafophmnubsoﬂﬁ«ospods
somenfiere olse in your yad.
ALTERNATES
All of these plants should be readtly
available in most garden conters. You may.
have a choico when i comes 20 size: dwarf
varities are avaiable for most of the shrubs
if you peofor loss boight.
MAINTENANCE
For the first growing season, ensure that of

proned in fate fll or winter. Beautyberries can
be cut back 20 the base every year or two if
YOu Want 0 kewp it &3 & smalier shaud, but

it adso does great if lefr 1o grow. Dried plant
matenal provides important winter forage
and habitat for birds and benefichal insects,
50 waising unti laze winter or early sodng

10 cut back the cead flowers of the Black-
Eyed Ssan will help you achiove the most
ecclogically becofical Azthat e,
cut them back 20 about 44" by hand o with
2 vweedwacker.
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WAX MYRTLE

¢ Evergreen with beautiful powder blue berries
in winter

% Leaves aromatic and are food source for
caterpillars of several native butterflies

% Can be used in more formal landscaping- as
hedging or specimen tree

¢ Great winter bird habitat (Myrtle Warbler)




ERYNGIUMS




WILD FALSE
INDIGO
BAPTISIA SPP.
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*

* Many species= many colors

* Drought tolerant once established

Beautiful foliage remains all summer & pods provide
winter interest

Host plant for Sulphur butterflies and nectar plant for
bees, butterflies and hummingbirds
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NATIVE GRASSES IN THE “WILD”




NATIVE GRASSES
IN THE LANDSCAPE
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Panic Grass

‘Shenandoah’
(with Eryngium)




CORAL HONEYSUCKLE
LONICERA SEMPERVIRENS

*“* Heavy bloomer in early spring, but sporadically
blooms all summer

** Favorite of Hummingbirds and Hummingbird
Moths

¢ Host plant for caterpillars of Hummingbird
Moths

+s» Several color selections available




CROSS VINE
(BIGNONIA
CAPREOLATA)




Eleagnus
(Russian or Thorny Olive)

PLANTS TO AVOID:
COASTAL INVASIVE PLANTS




CLI Webpage (with links to native
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Doug Tallamay webinars & website

NC Audubon- certification programs

R ONLINE RESOURCES

NC Native Plant Society
NC Extension Service

NC Coastal Fed list of Nurseries




OTHER RESOURCES

Native Plants for
Coastal North Carolina

Landscapes Nis s . / Seaside Plants
PAUL E. HOSIER ' /' 5 of the ( :ll“
(e e exs oke o meaiabie : z | ‘ _. and ;\[LH itic Coasts

Fothé A 4 S t difference almost immediately
! & ' ; i eacoas by planting a native nearby. As
B Pl t gardeners and stewards of our
a n s land, we have never been so
empowered—and the ecological
OF THE stakes have never been so high.”

Carolinas R

A NEW GUIDE FOR
Plant Identification

and Use in the
Coastal Landscape

LANDSCAPING

A Native Plant Guide Provided
by the Coastal Landscapes
Initiative




THANK YOU!




“MUST HAVE” NATIVE PLANTS
FOR NC COAST

Oaks (Live Oak, Southern Red Oak, Swamp Chestnut Oak)

Hollies (Yaupon Holly, Inkberry Holly, Dahoon Holly, American Holly)

Wax Myrtle (Myrica cerifera)

Perennials:

Eryngium yuccifolium (and E. aquaticum for wetland gardens)

Baptisia spp. (many species- blue, white, yellow and also hybrids),

Solidago spp. (many species available, but my favorites are ‘Fireworks’, S. odora, and S. shortii)
Native Grasses: Little Bluestems, Panic Grasses, Muhly Grass

Vines: Coral Honeysuckle & Cross Vine



