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ago.

People shrimping for a living do not want to catch grass (SAV). It clogs the net and makes for more work. It
is my experience that the larger more adult shrimp do not stay in the grass beds. Also, SAV does not occur in
water deeper than 6 foot deep. This was stated by Anne Deaton, Habitat Assessment Program Manager
DMF, in one of the two meetings | observed. | personally do not know of anyone that trawls in 6 foot of
water or less. In my area it is illegal to trawl in 6 foot or less. It is illegal to set crab pots in water that is over 6
foot deep. Thus, theoretically ending gear conflicts. | heard comments that enforcing the 6-foot depth would
be difficult. Really? The necessary high-tech equipment is currently being used to check the 6-foot depth for
crab pots. It consists of a section of PVC pipe with the 6-foot mark shown on the pipe. The officer sticks the
pipe in the water until it reaches bottom. If it goes over the mark, it is deeper than 6 feet. If it does not, then
it is less than 6 feet. Now how difficult is that?

Here are my suggestions: To protect the SAV areas, close all areas to trawling that are 6-foot or less. | am
sure that if you mark these areas on your charts, you will see that this will take in an exceptionally large area.
And thus, satisfying the need to protect SAV areas. This will affect very few shrimpers.

To reduce by catch, enlarge the areas that only allow 90 feet of headrope to include Neuse River, Bay River,
and Pamlico River. Do not close these areas to trawling. This will allow the smaller boats to operate. The
larger boats that trawl with 220 feet of headrope could pull 90 feet of headrope if they so desire to work in
these areas. Make the 1 34" tail bag size the statewide law to include the ocean. As it is now, | can pull 1 12"
tail bag in the tributaries but not in the sound. | can also pull the smaller mesh in the ocean. To a lot of
people in the industry this is backwards and makes no sense.

These are the only two measures that | could agree to. It has been made clear that the Division lacks the data
to justify the closures that have been suggested. The economic impact alone would be devastating to the
coastal communities.

| hope this letter is read by someone with enough insight to realize the closures suggested are not what this
industry needs right now. Do more studies, gather better data and make good decisions based on facts.
Thank you,

Keith Tosto

Hank
Myers

North
Carolina

I'm a recreational fisherman in Brunswick County the time | have to fish is limited so when | do fish it's really
nice when | catch some fish I've noticed a steady decline over the last 20 years of being a resident of
Island that the fishing has gotten considerably worse over the years I'm totally for all the conservation efforts

that you guys have explained and | hope that the proper decisions can be made by the higher ups that
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control these fisheries

| can only hope that my grand children will be able to experience some of the fishing that | did as a kid on
the North Carolina coast I'm 65 years old now and have serious concerns of whether that's gonna happen or
not

Respectfully submitted
HANk myers

Arnold
Murray

North
Carolina

At 72 years of age, | am so disappointed that | cannot take my grandchildren fishing with rod and reels for
flounders and catch enough to have a backyard fish fry with the family. | have bought fishing license , boat
registration, and trailer tags, etc. and obeyed the laws since | was 16. only to be told | can't catch fish now
that | have the time to go. There are more fish, shrimp, and oysters, that are sold unreported by the "legal
commercial” fishermen than the amount of decline that the harvest record reflects. Just the water pollution
from countless boats that remain in the water is enough to cause marine life to decline in any area. Just look
at the grass stems along our waterways, sludge and rainbow oil scum everywhere. Mullet and spot runs
bypass our shorelines for a reason.

Eddie
Stallings

North
Carolina

| fully support all the CCA recommendations!

Bill
Wallace

North
Carolina

NC is a disgrace and national embarrassment concerning our coastal fisheries management. The use of
destructive gear must be stopped. The two week recreational flounder season this year was a total insult to
the recreational fisherman. The evil greedy corrupt politicians and commercial fisherman responsible must
be stopped. It is incredibly irresponsible to continue these destructive practices. | pray to God Almighty that
these problems will go away.

Bennie
Spencer

North
Carolina

The fish are not endangered or over fished by us recreational fisherpersons, IT IS the ones dragging
the nets with in yards of the shore and keep fish the recreational people have to through back.
| see a menue that has "Baby Flounder"”, | want to through the menue away and walk out.

Jason
Salter

North
Carolina

| am 100% against the recommended changes concerning the shrimp fishery. In fact, | am appalled that such
recommendations would even be given a second glance. Commercial fisherman have been attacked enough
over the years for no reason. Your purpose states the changes "focus on management to further reduce
bycatch and protect critical habitat.” The reality is, the changes will eliminate the industry and have a
negative effect on our local economy. The shrimp fishery is one of the top two commercial fisheries year
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after year. To add to the closed area, which is already 47% of inland waters, is not the answer. It might not be
felt in the communities that rely on tourism, but most definitely will in communities that rely on commercial
fishing.

The report noted that the number of trips landing shrimp has declined since 1994. | agree with this simply
because the number of commercial fisherman has declined. The reason behind the reduction of any of the
landing of any species is the fact that many fisherman have already been put out of business as a result of
emotion, instead of science. The interpretation of much of the data is flawed/biased and really not based on
science at all. If it were, why would be changing our strategies on such short notice. BRDs, TEDS, and other
modifications have already reduced bycatch by up to 57% according to your data. If it's not broken don't try
to fix it. This is yet another example of "We are the government and we are here to help." Please do not
implement these changes!

Joe
Bubenzer

North
Carolina

Alan
Moore

North
Carolina

| support the Coastal Conservation Association position regarding the southern Flounder FMP review, ie

Faced with at least a decade of these restrictions, any commercially harvested southern flounder can (and
should) be taken by gears that are cleaner and more sustainable, those being pound nets and gigs.

Regards,
Joe Bubenzer

| have been a recreational fisherman in coastal NC waters, mostly in the Oak Island area, for more than sixty
years. My strong impression is that fish populations have declined dramatically. | urge the Commission to
protect recreational fishing in NC, and | support the positions of the CCA NC.

Ken
Redman

North
Carolina

Obviously, with all the data that has been submitted to the MFC, North Carolina's fish resources problem is
simply a politically induced holocaust where the commercial netting fishermen pay or subsidize their elected
politicians to further sustain the pillage with their lack of legislative policies to help replenish the depleted
stocks. The depleted stocks need the current litigation to force the NC government to recognize the data
and aggressively work to replenish this natural resource since the elected politicians are too ignorant or
greedy to get the job done correctly. Shame, shame, shame on those elected officials for their ignorance

Taylor
Koch

North
Carolina

Please make readily available an explanation as to why 2 weeks of flounder, specifically related to having a
lower limit for more weeks. Eg. 4 fish for 2 weeks. Rather, 1 fish for 4 weeks or something a little more

friendly to the average fisher-person. | fish the inshore often through the summer and fall, and occassionally
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gut hook a flounder, only to watch it float down in death. If we could keep ONE per day, this would limit this
senseless waste of our resources; and w/ the many inshore fish to keep, having ONE flounder per day for a
longer season would create a greater chance as a mixed back and some fresh fish for dinner.

Jack Dunn

North
Carolina

| am writing as a recreational fisherman but principally as someone who values the protection of the broader
resource. | implore the commission to protect the long-term integrity of the Pamlico sound for both
commercial and recreational fisherman and for all citizens of North Carolina. We all have to sacrifice to
protect a body of water and a fishery that are in decline. I've highlighted certain points below:

1. | would recommend a slightly longer recreational season but would limit the creel to one fish per
fisherman and recommend a slot for harvested fish of 15 inches to 20 inches so that larger fish are released
to breed. I've witnessed first hand the number of folks that fish twice a day and harvest their flounder limits
both times for multiple days of the flounder system; limiting the creel limit maintains recreational interest in
the species but should help prevent over fishing and excessive targeting of the species when the season is
open. On a slightly unrelated note | also support a slot for speckled trout where the creel limit is maintained
at 4 fish per person and the minimum length remains the same with a maximum length of 20 inches added.

2. | encourage the prohibition of large mesh gill nets because the practice results in the death of undersized
flounder and large incidental takes of other species like red drum. If the commission elects not to ban gill
nets | encourage the idea of a poundage limit for flounder harvest in NC(as set by biologist to increase
stocks) irrespective of means(gill nets, gigging, pound nets) or location (inshore or ocean) and once that
poundage is reached all forms of harvest need to stop by the year including any form of harvest that
involves incidental take (ie all forms of netting except those that produce 100% live fish and a means to cull
those fish without death). Said differently, once the chosen tonnage was reached all forms of netting except
pound nets would be prohibited and all fish secured through pound nets would be released. | also
encourage a careful study of the speckled trout population and a prescribed tonnage limit for that species
that once reached requires the removal of all gear that targets the species or results in incidental taking.

3. | encourage the commission to eliminate in shore trawling for shrimp in its entirety as the extensive by
catch has outsized implications on the ecosystem and populations of spot, croaker, weakfish, sheepshead,
black drum and weak fish. Additionally large trawlers with bottom disturbing gear harm the integrity of the
bottom creating excessive suspended sediments and substantially impacting the health of aquatic

vegetation and shellfish which serves as important water filters, reduce erosion and provide critcal protection
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during storm events. If inshore trawling is not prohibited please consider limiting shrimp gear to skimmer
rigs that don't impact the bottom, require all shrimpers to pay income tax in NC and all shrimp boats to pay
property tax in NC (no other states provide reciprocity for our commercial fisherman) and require that

shrimping occurs within one nautical mile of shore to protect marine nursery areas and critical aquatic
vegetation and shellfish habitats.

Thank you for your consideration of my ideas. | value the notion of protecting commercial fishing as a way of

life and having the opportunit
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