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LIVING ON THE COAST IS EASY?
HOW NATIVE PLANTS ARE BUILT FOR LIFE NEAR THE BEACH




WHAT MAKES NORTH CAROLINA COAST
SUCH A UNIQUE PLACE?
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MUCH OF OUR COAST REPRESENTS THE
FLORISTIC TRANSITION BETWEEN THE
VIRGINIAN AND CAROLINIAN
BIOGEOGRAPHIC REGIONS
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NORTH CAROLINA IS A HOT SPOT FOR
BIODIVERSITY!




CLIMATE CHANGE
IS REAL AND WE
ARE ONE OF THE

HOT SPOTS




HOMEOWNERS
HAVE THE
POWER TO

MAKE POSITIVE
CHANGE
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NORTH CAROLINA




YOU CAN DO YOUR PART TO KEEP NORTH
CAROLINA’S COAST UNIQUE BY SELECTING
AND PROTECTING NATIVE PLANTS
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* Built for our coastal ecosystems

WHY
NATIVE

* Part of the web of relationships
PLANTS? within each ecosystem

* Promote biodiversity in ways
we might not fully realize
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2008 Will Cook

OUR NATIVES ARE BUILT TOUGH
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APPROPRIATE PLANT SELECTION:
“RIGHT PLANT, RIGHT PLACE”

Maritime Forest
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OAKS

(QUERCUS SPP)
GET THE PRIZE FOR HOSTING

THE MOST BIODIVERSITY
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southern red oak

live oak

swamp chestnut oak
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HOLLIES
(ILEX SPP)

* Evergreen and deciduous
species available

* Not all are prickly
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4R ' * Berries are beautiful in winter

and attract birds

* Thrive in range of growing

conditions
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CHOOSING
YOUR American: Upland and drier sites, has prickly leaves

dahoon: grows in low
swampy areas, but adaptable
to “average” garden soil




WAX MYRTLE
(MORELLA CERIFERA)

Evergreen

Smaller selections available

Leaves aromatic and are food source for
caterpillars of several native butterflies

Can be used in more formally as hedging or
specimen tree

Great winter bird habitat (myrtle warbler)
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THE “SUSANS”
RUDBECKIA SPP
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BEAUTIFUL, BENEFICIAL

GOLDENRODS...
SOLIDAGO SPP

...different
from ragweed!

x

Lobed Leaves

Common Ragweed
Ambrosia artemisiifolia

il ToronTo

RAGWEED vs GOLDENROD

—

Goldenrod
Solidago sp.

Call 1)
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S. speciosa (showy) & S. rigidum
(prairie):
Back of the border, late summer
pollinator magnets

THE GOLDENRODS
SOLIDAGO SPP

Solidago
‘Fireworks’:
Heralds the fall,

evergreen foliage prefers low nutrient soils - ALK

S. sempervirens:
(seaside goldenrod) e
Late fall monarch favorite, o A0, NN




panic grass
‘N

NATIVE GRASSES
IN THE LANDSCAPE
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panic grass

‘Shenandoah’
(with Eryngium)
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Partridgeberry

Mitchella repens

EVERGREEN
GROUNDCOVER FOR SHADE

FOUND IN MARITIME
FORESTS

FLOWERS IN MAY, BERRIES
IN FALL-WINTER
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SILK ASTER OR GRASSLEAF GOLDENASTER

PITYOPSIS GRAMINIFOLIA

- Can grow in dry and sunny areas

- Grass-like leaves remain year-round, with flowers in fall
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CORAL HONEYSUCKLE
LONICERA SEMPERVIRENS

* Heavy bloomer in early spring, but sporadically
blooms all summer (& winter?)

* Favorite of hummingbirds

* Host plant for caterpillars of hummingbird
moths

* Several color selections available
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CROSSVINE
BIGNONIA CAPREOLATA

Evergreen foliage- leaves
great for privacy screen
Leaves often get purple hue
in winter

Masses of trumpet shaped
flowers in spring

Adaptable to a variety of
growing conditions
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PLANTS TO AVOID:
COASTAL INVASIVE
PLANTS

Eleagnus
(Russian or thorny olive)

pampas
grass
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COASTAL
LANDSCAPES
INITIATIVE

Merth Carclina

Public and private sector partners
working together to encourage
sustainable practices in coastal
communities by fostering coastal
landscapes that are beautiful,
functional, cost efficient and
environmentally friendly



Al of the plants in this design we chasen
o aftract birals bo the yard. The Wiax Myrils,
Inkberry, and Beautyberry all prociuce an
abundance of polinator fnendlly flowers in
the fring and eady twmmen and bemies in
that e sumeer and lall that are imeniscble
£ bircts and aither backymnd wikdlife. Many
birels also enjoy eating the seeds of the
Black-Eyed Susan. This design would make
# grest soreen i increase privacy o block
urwanied views, Bul i@ wowld 20 make

& wenderiul stindalone garden anea for
viaving binols and ooher widile. S omly
farmnale plants the Wi Myrtle and Inkbermy
will progiuce fiowers and bevries, make
sure that you choose a female plact at the
nurgery and there ane male plantl rearky
ince these shrubs an nath 1o the coas,

Play it safe, plant males of these species
sormenhene alie in powr el

ALTERHATES

All of these plants should be reacily
available in most gandan centers. You may
have a choice whn it comes to size; dvarf
varigtion arg svaiable for moat of the shiubs
ifyou peafer less haight.

MWEINTERAKCE

For the first growing season, ensure that o
Mmmumﬁmn'rfd
o mpplemental watering. Depending on
wmdthar and aaiural 1ol matturn, Arw plingg
iy Fcying Wabening devevil Hmad Ber week
Mudch beswean plancs to consens water
and condrol weeds. i needed, shrubs can be
prened in lte £l or winter. Beautybermies can
b cant back 80 the base eveny yeer or bro &
Yol want i kewp it a3 b amaller sbb, but

it s clows great i left B growe. Dried plant
matenal provices Importan? winter forage
wm&a@:mmnm
50 waiting i Late winer or eavly spring
mmm.}qw%ﬂwm
Eywcl Susan will help you achin the mos
ecologically beneficial garden. Az that time,
ot tham back to sbout 447 by hand or with
2 weedwacker
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COASTAL
LANDSCAPING
TEMPLATES




RHANA PARIS
252-475-2344
RHANA.PARIS@QNCAQUARIUMS.COM

RACHEL VEAL
252-475-2342
RACHEL.VEAL@NCAQUARIUMS.COM



mailto:rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com
mailto:Rachel.veal@ncaquariums.com

	Living on the coast is easy? �How native plants are built for life near the Beach
	What makes North Carolina coast such a unique place?
	Much of our coast represents the Floristic transition between the Virginian and Carolinian    biogeographic regions
	North Carolina is a hot spot for biodiversity!
	Climate change is real and we are one of the hot spots
	Homeowners have the power to make positive change
	You can do your part to keep North Carolina’s coast unique by Selecting and protecting native plants
	You can do your part to keep North Carolina’s coast unique by Selecting and protecting native plants
	You can do your part to keep North Carolina’s coast unique by Selecting and protecting native plants
	You can do your part to keep North Carolina’s coast unique by Selecting and protecting native plants
	Why native plants?
	Our natives are built tough
	Appropriate Plant Selection: “Right Plant, Right Place”
	Oaks�(Quercus spp)�get the prize for hosting the most biodiversity
	Choosing your Oak 
	Hollies�(Ilex Spp)
	Choosing your Holly
	Wax Myrtle�(Morella cerifera)
	The “susans”�rudbeckia spp
	Beautiful, Beneficial Goldenrods…�solidago spp
	�   The Goldenrods�Solidago spp
	Native grasses� in the landscape
	Evergreen groundcover for shade��Found in maritime forests��Flowers in May, Berries in Fall-winter
	silk aster or grassleaf goldenaster��Pityopsis Graminifolia
	�Coral Honeysuckle�Lonicera sempervirens
	�CrossVine�Bignonia capreolata �
	Plants to avoid:                      Coastal Invasive Plants
	Slide Number 28
	Coastal Landscaping Templates
	Rhana paris	�252-475-2344�rhana.paris@ncaquariums.com��Rachel Veal�252-475-2342�Rachel.veal@ncaquariums.com� 

