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MEMORANDUM         CRC-17-19 
 
TO: Coastal Resources Commission 

FROM: Ken Richardson, Shoreline Management Specialist 

SUBJECT: Town of Kure Beach Development Line Approval Request 

 
On April 1, 2016, the Commission rules to allow oceanfront communities with large-scale beach 
nourishment to establish a “Development Line” as an alternative to the static vegetation line 
exception became effective. A static vegetation line represents the vegetation line that existed just 
prior to a large-scale (≥300,000 cubic yards) beach nourishment and must be used for measuring 
construction setbacks. The development line is established by a local government to represent the 
seaward-most allowable location of oceanfront development, provided the development can meet 
the setback measured from the first line of stable and natural vegetation rather than the static 
vegetation line. Under your Development Line Rule, buildings and accessory structures could 
move seaward up to the approved development line provided minimum setbacks are met. Local 
governments are required to request approval for a development line from the Commission 
according to the procedures outlined in 15A NCAC 7J. 1300. 
 
In order to receive the CRC’s approval for a Development Line, the petitioner shall establish the 
Development Line using on-ground observation and survey, or aerial imagery along the oceanfront 
jurisdiction or legal boundary. The proposed development line must be applied to the entire large-
scale beach nourishment project area (length of static vegetation line) and can extend beyond the 
boundaries of the large-scale project to include the entire oceanfront jurisdiction or legal boundary 
of the petitioner. In establishing the Development Line, an adjacent neighbor sight-line approach 
is to be utilized, resulting in an average line of structures.  In areas where the seaward edge of 
existing development is not linear, the Development Line may be determined on a case-by-case 
basis.  In no case shall the development line be established seaward of the most seaward structure 
within the petitioner’s oceanfront jurisdiction.  In addition, a Development Line must not be sited 
on state owned lands, or oceanward of the mean high water line or perpetual property easement 
line, whichever is more restrictive.  

 
Once adopted at the local level, the petitioner shall then submit the following to the Director of the 
Division Coastal Management in accordance with CRC’s rules (15A NCAC 07J. 1300): 
 

1. A detailed survey of the Development Line; to also include the static vegetation line 
2. A copy of local regulations/ordinances associated with the Development Line 
3. A record of local adoption of the Development Line by the petitioner 
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On March 21, 2017, the Town of Kure Beach adopted the town’s Development Line into their 
ordinances, and is now requesting the Commission’s approval.  Staff has reviewed all information 
submitted by the petitioner, and has determined that all required supporting information and 
documentation have been submitted and attached for the Commission’s consideration at the 
upcoming meeting in Wilmington, 
 
 
 
Attachment A: Town of Kure Beach Letter Requesting the CRC’s Approval of the Town’s 
Development Line. 
 
Attachment B: Town of Kure Beach Resolution to Adopt Development Line Map. 
 
Attachment C: Town of Kure Beach Adoption of Development Line Ordinance. 
 
Attachment D: Kure Beach Town Council Meeting Minutes. 
 
Attachment E: Town of Kure Beach Development Line Map.   
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Attachment A: Town of Kure Beach Letter Requesting the CRC’s Approval of the Town’s 
Development Line 
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Attachment B: Town of Kure Beach Resolution to Adopt Development Line Map 
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Attachment C: Town of Kure Beach Adoption of Development Line Ordinance 
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Attachment D: Kure Beach Town Council Meeting Minutes 
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Attachment E: Town of Kure Beach Development Line Map
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