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… 
f. To issue a permit, certification, authorization, or other approval by 

electronic delivery, registered or certified mail, or any other means 
authorized by G.S. 1A-1, Rule 4. 

…." 
 
NONBETTERMENT COST RECOVERY FOR CERTAIN PRIVATE WATER AND 
SEWER SYSTEMS 

SECTION 16.(a)  G.S. 136-27.1 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 136-27.1.  Relocation of water and sewer lines of municipalities, nonprofit water or sewer 

corporations or associations, and local boards of education.education, and 
certain private water or sewer utilities. 

(a) The Department of Transportation shall pay the nonbetterment cost for the relocation 
of water and sewer lines, located within the existing State transportation project right-of-way, 
that are necessary to be relocated for a State transportation improvement project and that are 
owned by: (i) a municipality with a population of 10,000 or less according to the latest decennial 
census; (ii) a nonprofit water or sewer association or corporation; (iii) any water or sewer system 
organized pursuant to Chapter 162A of the General Statutes; (iv) a rural water system operated 
by a County as an enterprise system; (v) any sanitary district organized pursuant to Part 2 of 
Article 2 of Chapter 130A of the General Statutes; (vi) constructed by a water or sewer system 
organized pursuant to Chapter 162A of the General Statutes and then sold or transferred to a 
municipality with a population of greater than 10,000 according to the latest decennial census; 
or (vii) a local board of education.education; or (viii) a private water or sewer utility organized 
pursuant to Chapter 62 of the General Statutes serving 10,000 or fewer customers. 

(b) A municipality with a population of greater than 10,000 shall pay a percentage of the 
nonbetterment cost for relocation of water and sewer lines owned by the municipality and located 
within the existing State transportation project right-of-way that are necessary to be relocated for 
a State transportation improvement project. The percentage shall be based on the municipality's 
population, with the Department paying the remaining costs, as follows: 

(1) A municipality with a population of greater than 10,000, but less than 50,000, 
shall pay twenty-five percent (25%) of the cost. 

(2) A municipality with a population of 50,000 or greater, but less than 100,000, 
shall pay fifty percent (50%) of the cost. 

(3) A municipality with a population of 100,000 or greater shall pay one hundred 
percent (100%) of the cost." 

SECTION 16.(b)  This section is effective retroactively to March 1, 2020, and shall 
apply to nonbetterment costs for State transportation improvement projects incurred on or after 
that date. The Department of Transportation shall reimburse any nonbetterment costs for State 
transportation improvement projects collected from a private water or sewer utility organized 
pursuant to Chapter 62 of the General Statutes serving 10,000 or fewer customers after March 1, 
2020. 
 
UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK SPILL BUCKET RULE CHANGE 

SECTION 17.(a)  Definitions. – For purposes of this section and its implementation, 
"UST Spill Bucket General Requirement Rule" means 15A NCAC 02N .0901 (General 
Requirements). 

SECTION 17.(b)  UST Spill Bucket General Requirement Rule. – Until the effective 
date of the revised permanent rule that the Environmental Management Commission is required 
to adopt pursuant to subsection (d) of this section, the Commission shall implement the UST 
Spill Bucket General Requirement Rule as provided in subsection (c) of this section. 
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SECTION 17.(c)  Implementation. – Spill buckets replaced on tanks installed prior 
to November 1, 2007, may use mechanical liquid detecting sensors for interstitial leak detection 
monitoring instead of electronic liquid detecting sensors. If a mechanical liquid detecting sensor 
is used, then a spill bucket shall comply with all spill bucket requirements of 15A NCAC 02N 
.0906 except that Subparagraphs (i)(7) and (8) of 15A NCAC 02N .0901 do not apply. In 
addition, all of the following specific requirements shall be met: 

(1) Mechanical liquid detecting sensors shall be located at the lowest point in the 
interstitial space. 

(2) Mechanical liquid detecting sensors shall detect the presence of any liquid in 
the interstitial space. The presence of liquid shall register on a gauge that can 
be viewed from within the spill bucket. 

(3) Spill buckets shall be monitored every 30 days. The interstitial leak detection 
monitoring results shall be documented for each month. 

(4) Any liquid detected in the interstitial space shall be removed within 48 hours 
of discovery. 

(5) Spill buckets shall be integrity tested every three years in accordance with 
15A NCAC 02N .0906(e). 

SECTION 17.(d)  Additional Rule-Making Authority. – The Commission shall adopt 
a rule to amend the UST Spill Bucket General Requirement Rule consistent with subsection (c) 
of this section. Notwithstanding G.S. 150B-19(4), the rule adopted by the Commission pursuant 
to this section shall be substantively identical to the provisions of subsection (c) of this section. 
Rules adopted pursuant to this section are not subject to Part 3 of Article 2A of Chapter 150B of 
the General Statutes. Rules adopted pursuant to this section shall become effective as provided 
in G.S. 150B-21.3(b1), as though 10 or more written objections had been received as provided 
in G.S. 150B-21.3(b2). 

SECTION 17.(e)  Applicability and Sunset. – This section and rules adopted pursuant 
to this section apply to all spill buckets replaced on or after August 1, 2020. This section expires 
when permanent rules adopted as required by subsection (d) of this section become effective. 
 
PREVENT FROM BECOMING EFFECTIVE RULES MODIFYING THE NORTH 
CAROLINA BUILDING CODE 

SECTION 18.  Notwithstanding G.S. 150B-21.3(b1), the following rules, as adopted 
by the North Carolina Building Code Council on March 10, 2020, and approved by the Rules 
Review Commission on May 21, 2020, shall not become effective: 

1102.7 (2018 NC Plumbing Code/Fittings). 
1102.2 (2018 NC Plumbing Code/Inside Storm Drainage Conductors). 
702.4 (2018 NC Plumbing Code/Fittings). 
702.1 (2018 NC Plumbing Code/Above-Ground Sanitary Drainage and Vent Pipe). 

 
LIBRARY STATUTE CHANGES 

SECTION 19.(a)  G.S. 143B-68 reads as rewritten: 
"§ 143B-68.  Public Librarian Certification Commission – members; selection; quorum; 

compensation. 
The Public Librarian Certification Commission of the Department of Natural and Cultural 

Resources shall consist of five members as follows: (i) the chairman of the public libraries section 
of the North Carolina Library Association, (ii) two individuals named by the Governor upon the 
nomination of the North Carolina Library Association, (iii) the dean dean, department chair, 
program director, or equivalent of a State or regionally accredited graduate school of librarianship 
in North Carolina appointed by the Governor, and (iv) one member at large appointed by the 
Governor. 


