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Michael F. Easley, Governor
William G. Ross Jr., Secretary
North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Alan W. Klimek, P.E. Director
Division of Water Quality

April 22, 2003

Thank you for your interest in North Carolina’s water quality issues. Enclosed is the basinwide
water quality plan that you recently requested from the Division of Water Quality (DWQ).

The basinwide planning program aims to identify and restore full use to impaired waters, identify
and protect highly valued resource waters, and protect the quality and intended uses of North
Carolina’s surface waters while allowing for sound economic planning and reasonable growth.
North Carolina relies on the input and experience of its public to ensure that the water quality
plans are effective, DWQ coordinates plan development; however, plan implementation and
effectiveness entails the coordinated efforts and endorsement of many agencies, groups, local
governments, and the general public. Your participation is essential for us to achieve our goals.

Our website (http://h20.enr.state.nc.us/wgs/) provid:as detailed information on our program, other
basin plans, current events, publications, and rules and regulations. Please visit us at this site.

DWQ appreciates your interest in water quality issues, and we hope to continue working with
you into the future. Please contact me if you have any further questions or ideas on specific
basins at (919) 733-5083, ext. 354.

Sincérely, ,

Darlene Kucken
Basinwide Planning Program Coordinator

Enclosure
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N. C. Division of Water Quality 1617 Mail Service Center Raleigh, NC 27699-1617 (919) 733-7015 Customer Service
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ADDENDUM: Use Support Changes for the Catawba River Basin
January 2000

The fully supporting but threatened (support-threatened, ST) category is no longer used
as a use support rating. In the past, ST was used to identify a water that was fully
supporting but had some notable water quality problems. ST could represent constant,
degrading, or improving conditions. North Carolina’s use of ST was very different from
that of the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which uses it to identify waters
that are characterized by declining water quality. In addition, thé US EPA requires the
inclusion of ST waters on the 303(d) list in its proposed revision'(August, 1999) to the

- 303(d) list rules (Appendix IV). Due to the difference between US EPA’s and North
Carolina’s definitions of ST, North Carolina no longer uses this term. Because North
Carolina has used fully supporting but threatened as a subset of fully supporting (FS)
waters, those waters formerly called ST are now rated FS. This change is reflected in the
305(b) report for 2000. Based on this change, use support ratings for all basins have been
altered. Revised use support ratings for the Catawba River basin are presented below.

Streams and Rivers

Table A-22 Use Support Summary Information for All Monitored and Evaluated Streams in the
Catawba River Basin (1999) (Found on p. 56 of this plan.) A . '

Monitored and Monitored Streams
Evaluated Streams Only
. , Miles % Miles %
Fully Supporting 2379.3 79 ‘

Impaired . 186.6 6

Partjally Supporting . 1742 | - 6 162.1 15

. Not Supporting 12.4 <1 7.4 1
Not Rated T 4395 | 15




Table A-23 Use Support Determination for Monitored and Evaluated Freshwater Streams
(Found on p. 57 of this plan.) '

Catawba Use Support Ratings in Miles for 1993-1997
Subbasin Fully Partially |Not Supporting| NotRated . | Total
Supporting Supporting e

030830 | 6257 53 . 0 199 6509 -
030831 | 5583 353 o -~ | 7156 . . 669.2 -
030832 4623 7 0 0 19.8 482.1
030833 1475 9.8 0. 10.1 1674
030834 . 341 82.1 2.6 ~ 1313 | 2501
030835 3919 19.0 0 812 492.1
030836 424 - 08 . 0 - 262, 69.4
030837 14.5 - 219 - 9.8 - 268 73.0
030838 102.6 0 0 | 486 | 1512
TOTAL 23753 174.2 T 124 | 4435 3005.4

%o 79 6 <1 15 100

Lakes

~ Maiden Lake (p. 117) and the Catawba Creek and Crowders Creek Arms of Lake Wylie
(p. 107) are now considered fully supporting. :
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