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I want to welcome all of you to this public hearing on the proposed allocations of Jordan Lake
water supply storage and increasing interbasin transfer for the towns of Cary, Apex, and
Morrisville, and Wake County for RTP south by the North Carolina Environmental Management
Commission.  Hearing officers for this hearing are:  Jim Melvin of Greensboro, Dr. David
Moreau (who is not here yet) and I am Leo Green.

This hearing has been called pursuant to NC General Statute 143.215.22(I) for the purpose of
inviting public comment on the proposed allocations and interbasin transfer certification
recommended by the Division of Water Resources.  Public Notice of this hearing was provided
by first class mail on January 31, 2001 to over 590 parties in and around the Cape Fear River
Basin, including existing allocation holders, persons with registered withdrawals or permitted
discharges, local governments, public water systems, Legislators, and other interested and
private and public parties.  Public Notice was published in the Raleigh News and Observer on
February 2, 2001 and in the Fayetteville Observer Times on February 1, 2001.  Public Notice
was also published in Volume 15, Issue 15 of the NC Register on February 1, 2001.  The public
is invited to comment on both the Jordan Lake Water Supply Allocations and the applicants
interbasin transfer petition and supporting environmental documentation.  The Commission is
considering and seeking comments on three options with regard to the interbasin transfer request.
The options in no particular order are:

A. Grant the certificate for the 27 MGD interbasin transfer request.
B. Deny the 27-MGD interbasin transfer request.
C. Grant the certificate including any conditions necessary to achieve the purposes of

the statute or to provide mitigation measures.

The public is encouraged to comment on any conditions that the Commission should have done
to restrict the proposed allocations and interbasin transfer.  As you entered you should have filled
out one of the registration forms so that we will have a record of all in attendance.  If you did not
do so, please do so before you leave.  You should have also indicated on the form if you would
like to make comments.

We will limit your comments to 3 minutes each.  I think we have in excess of 40 people wanting
to make comments.  At the end of the 3 minutes we will notify you and that will be a signal for
you to conclude your remarks as quickly as possible.

Representing the Division of Water Resources here is:  Director John Morris; Tom Fransen,
Water Allocation Section Chief; and Syd Miller, Environmental Planner.
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Each speaker is limited to 3 minutes.  At the end of the 3 minutes I will raise my hand and
encourage you to bring your remarks to a conclusion. The hearing officers reserve the right to
question speakers or respond to comments as appropriate.  All speakers must come up to the
microphone so that we can pick up your comments on our tape recorder.  If you have a written
statement of your comments please give them the person at the registration table.  When your
name is called please step up to the microphone and identify yourself and your affiliation.

At this time Syd Miller will summarize the allocation and interbasin transfer recommendation.

[Verbal comments by Syd Miller, Division of Water Resources follows]

Good evening.  You are aware of the purpose of this meeting or hearing.  If you are here for any
other reason, you do not need to sit.  This provides the context of where we are in the process.
This began back in 1996.  In 1997 the EMC already made decisions on those allocation requests
that did not involve interbasin transfers.  At that time, they gave a 2 MGD allocation to the town
of Holly Springs.  After this, the Environmental Management Commission will consider the
hearing officer’s report and make a decision.  What we are talking about here is Jordan Lake.
This diagram provides sort of a conceptual schematic of how the lake is operated.  The lake
normally here is 216 feet, and down here is what’s called the sediment pool, between this is
called the conservation pool, which is divided roughly into 1/3 and 2/3’s.  1/3 is allocated to
water supply storage and the other 2/3’s is allocated to low flow augmentation.  So 1/3 of the
inflow is to the lake, roughly get assigned here and 2/3 gets assigned here.  Before Jordan Lake,
the low flow at Wilmington was a little over 75 CFS (that’s Cubic Feet per Second) or 49 million
gallons per day. With Jordan Lake, that target at Wilmington is now 600 plus or minus 50 Cubic
Feet Per Second or 388 plus or minus 32 million gallons per day.  Rules in the North Carolina
Administrative Code define how the allocations are to be made or to specify that criteria that are
considered.  One of the main criteria is that applicants are holders needs, another alternative
water sources are available to those applicants.  All allocations are based on the average daily
demands and for this round, what we are calling Round Two, the Division of Water Resources
based those needs on a planning horizon of 2015.  If you want to get into any more detail, this is
where you can look or you can call us.  So, this is where we are right now in terms of allocations.
This is the two that was allocated to Holly Springs in December of 1997. These allocations were
already held by Orange County and OWASA (Orange Water an Sewer Authority) and then Cary
and Apex already had 16 and Chatham County already had 6.  One thing I need to mention is
when we talk about allocations in terms of million gallons per day, actually what allocations are
made on percentage bases of the total water supply storage pools.  When we talk about an
allocation, say 16 million gallons per day, what we are actually talking about is an allocation of
16 percent of the water supply storage pool.  These were the original requested amounts by these
applicants.  One thing that we need to note here, these requested amounts were a mixture of
maximum day demands and average day demands and they were also based on a longer planning
horizon.  These requests were based on year 2025.  As I mentioned before, the Division of Water
Resources in making recommendations shortened that planning horizon to 2015 to be a little
more conservative and put everything on an average day demand basis.  These are the
recommended allocations for these applicants, a total of 9 million gallons a day. So, if these
recommendations are followed by the Environmental Management Commission, this is what the
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allocation of a water supply storage pool will look like.  These allocations here are a total of 33
million gallons per day were made back around 1998. This right here is the 2 million gallon a
day that was allocated to Holly Springs and what we are calling here Round Two A in 1997.  If
the recommendations are followed at the next Environmental Management Commission Meeting
that reviews this decision, an additional 9 million gallons a day will be allocated.  This will leave
a total 56 million gallons per day or 56% of the water supply storage pool unallocated.  The
reason that the top five applicants on that chart, which were Cary, Apex, Chatham County,
Harnett, Morrisville, and Wake RTP, recent decision on that was delayed from 1997 to here in
2001 because a number of those had to deal with interbasin transfers.  That is not the case with
Chatham County or Harnett County, they had just requested that they had the opportunity to
provide additional information.  These are the criteria on which interbasin transfers have to be
decided.  First here, necessity, reasonableness, and beneficial effects of the transfer and of the
proposed uses, any detrimental affects on the source river basin, that would be the Cape Fear
River Basin, any detrimental affects on the receiving river basin, that would be the Neuse River
Basin, the EMC is grant that certificate unless the detriments outweigh the benefits.  Also it
needs to be noted that when it comes to making the decision about interbasin transfer, that
decision is based on maximum daily demands.  That is the difference between the allocations and
the interbasin transfers.  The allocations are made based on an average daily demand.  If you
want to look into this more fully, these are the two statutes that have to do with interbasin
transfer and the administrative rule.  These are the highlights of the petition that were submitted
on behalf of the towns of Cary and Apex, Morrisville, and Wake County on behalf of Research
Triangle Park.  At present, Cary and Apex have an interbasin transfer certificate for 16 million
gallons a day; their request involves basically an increase of 11 million gallons per day to 27
million gallons per day.  Part of that petition was an intention of constructing a Cape Fear River
Basin Wastewater Treatment Plant.  It was noted that in the Environmental Impact Statement
there are no direct environmental impacts, but that secondary impacts due to growth could be
significant but again there was nothing that was attributable specifically to interbasin transfer.  In
the case of all the scenarios of the Environmental Impact Statement the impacts due to growth
would have been the same.  Put it into context, this is the upper part of the Cape Fear River
Basin, this is the Yadkin River Basin, this is the Neuse River Basin.  Currently, based on the
1997 local water supply plans, we have an interbasin transfer of 3.2 million gallons per day by
the City of High Point going from the Cape Fear River Basin to the Yadkin River Basin.  We
have an interbasin transfer of 4.6 million gallons per day by the town of Asheboro going from
Yadkin into the Cape Fear River Basin.  Montgomery County transfers less than a million
gallons per day into the Cape Fear River Basin.  The City of Durham transfers 18.3 million
gallons per day into the Cape Fear River Basin from the Neuse River Basin and currently Cary
and Apex transfer 10.6 million gallons per day into the Neuse River Basin.  So, the net transfer
of the Cape Fear River Basin is 10.1 million gallons per day.  Again that is based on 1997 local
water supply plans.  Looking at it another way, these are the projected demands of the
petitioners. The yellow bar here shows their total transfer from the Cape Fear River Basin. This
Neuse River Basin, this blue line right here shows the net transfer with all this considered along
with the City of Durham, and that transfer from the Neuse River Basin into the Cape Fear River
Basin.  A couple of pieces of information from the Environmental Impact Statement, this shows
a comparison of impacts on flows at Fayetteville, this was looking at the base 1998 scenario of
the model runs, the base future scenario, and then the proposed scenario, that being the requested
transfer amount.  The important thing about this slide is to note that the base future of the
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proposed are virtually identical.  This shows comparison of impacts on Jordan Lake levels, this is
during one of the critical droughts of record during the recreation period of June through August.
Again we have got the base 1998 scenario, base future scenario, and the proposed transfer.
Again compare the base future with the proposed transfer, its virtually identical.  As Mr. Green
noted in the opening, potential Environmental Management Commission actions are to improve
the petition as it was proposed, deny the petition, or approve the petition with conditions.  Here
are some potential conditions that the Environmental Management is considering:

1. To allow interbasin transfer of 27 million gallons per day until the year 2010, but
after that reduce it back to 16 million gallons per day that they currently have after
2010.

2. To require that the Cape Fear River Basin Wastewater Treatment Plant be online by
2010 returning wastewater back to the Cape Fear River Basin.

3. Require the petitioners to enact ordinances similar to the Neuse Buffer Rules within
the Jordan Lake Watershed.

4. Require the petitioners to develop a compliance and monitoring plan to ensure that
they are within the limits of their certificate and then of course any other conditions
that might be opposed.

The comment period will close this Friday at 5 PM.  You may submit written comments to the
Division of Water Resources, either in writing, by US Mail, or by e-mail, or either bus. If you
want any more additional information the entire Environmental Impact Statement is online at our
homepage, as are all of our reports.  With that I will turn it back over to Mr. Green.

Hearing Officer: Leo Green

I will now call on those persons who have indicated a desire to comment on these recommended
allocations.  Please limit your comments to matters relevant to the proposed recommendations
and we are setting a time limit of 3 minutes per speaker.  The Hearing Officers reserve the right
to question speakers or to respond to comments as appropriate.  All speakers must come up to the
microphone so that we can pick up your comments on our system.  If you have any written
statements of your comments please give them to the person at the registration table.  When your
name is called please step up to the microphone and identify yourself and your affiliation.

Verbal comments by Senator Tony Rand follow

I want to thank you very much for coming here to Fayetteville today to have this hearing. This is
about a future.  I am delighted to have Mr. Melvin, who presence will add a glow to anywhere in
which he went.

This is a matter of great importance to our community.  I am sure that you know as you can tell
by the people that are gathered here today.  The problem with interbasin transfer has long
concerned those of us in the Cape Fear basin.  The Cape Fear River has meant a great deal to the
history of Fayetteville since its founding and we have been dependent on it for commerce for our
supply of drinking water and a way to communicate with our brothers and sisters throughout the
Cape Fear River Basin.  So when you talk about doing anything to the supply of water you
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directly threaten our future and what this area is about.  We have always been somewhat
suspicious of our more wealthy brother of the river.  We appreciate and we take a great deal of
joy in that Cary and Apex and Morrisville and these areas have experienced a tremendous
growth and I appreciate the nice music that you are playing there, but it probably doesn’t add
much to it.  We feel for their problems but we know that an adequate supply for water is
probably one of the most important things to any community.  I became aware of this, I had the
opportunity to travel extensively in California on business in the decade of the 90s and the
problems in San Diego and what they have done to the Colorado River, that has really shown me
what we might be in store for here in North Carolina if we don’t plan wisely for our future.  So
when we talk about projections and we talk about what may happen we are all aware that those
are just projections so we want to make sure that we protect ourselves as much as we can.  We
have found out that the Cape Fear River Assembly, which has done a huge amount of work to
protect the quality of the Cape Fear River and to bring all the stakeholders up and down the river
together to talk about what the Cape Fear River is, what it can be, and what it means to them, and
through that we have come to believe and have seen that the future of our town is directly
dependent on an adequate supply of water.  We do not want to see our future mortgaged by
helping those up the river now.  Governor Easley talks about one North Carolina, I think that is
very important and that means we all have to be good stewards of our resources and we have to
help one another grow and prosper.  We do not object to Cary taking this water as long as they
put it back.  I don’t think that is an unreasonable attitude for us to take or unreasonable posture
for you to take.  The City of Fayetteville is not a wealth area, I guess I have read that the average
value of a house in Cary is about $300,000.  I would be surprised if it over $100,000 here in
Cumberland County, so you see the problems that we have compared to them.  If we don’t have
an adequate supply of water our growth will be directly impacted and will be seriously affected
for generations yet to come.  We understand the problems you face and we appreciate very much
your being here, but we hope you will take this into consideration that if Cary is allowed to do
this it is not at all unreasonable to ask them to with the water what the Lord did in the first place,
that is put it back where it belongs. Thank you very much.

Written copy of verbal comments by Retired Senator, Lura Tally follows

Many of you went with me and Joe Tally, when he was mayor, to Washington time and time
again to get the Jordan Lake started.  We were fought every step of the way by Triangle
communities, those who live there may not remember that or know about it, but at that time they
did not want it, now they want the water, which we know they need to and we need it and we are
terribly glad that we have Jordan Lake there and Senator Everett Jordan was wonderful to get it
going and that was federal regulation that did it.  I think that is very important to remember.
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Written copy of verbal comments by Colonel Davis, Ft. Bragg Garrison Commander
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Written copy of verbal comments by Mayor Edwin S. Deaver, Town of Hope Mills follows
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Verbal comments by Commissioner John Henley, Cumberland County follow

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.  I am John Henley, I am a physician, a member of the
Cumberland County Board of Health and a County Commissioner.  Along with its people,
perhaps our single greatest resource in this county is the Cape Fear River.  We are a low wealth
county and because of many decisions made years ago, we don’t have a countywide water and
sewer system.  Because of that we have thousands and thousands of families in this county who
rely on well water for drinking, cooking, and bathing.  Many of these wells are substandard,
many wells are very shallow, and are not fully grounded to state standards.  Because of that they
are more subject to ground water contamination.  Because we are a low wealth county, to go
deeper into the aquifer, which is often 300 feet, it is cost prohibited for most of these families,
who are low-income families.  Many of them are obviously built near septic tanks because we
don’t a countywide sewer system.  There was a recent study done in this county that 20% of the
wells, establishments, nursing homes in the counties, child day care centers in the county, were
actually contaminated at one time or another when they were studied.  The need for good clean
water in this county is enormous and the water must be protected.  We have the same needs for
economic growth in Cumberland County that Wake County has and water is a critical part of that
and without it we are not going to grow.  We need to grow economically to be able to afford a
countywide sewer and water system.  That is absolutely a critical need to this county and without
being able to for certain provide adequate water supply to those businesses and industries that
want to come to Cumberland County, we are not going to be able to attract those businesses.
The reason we are here, frankly is because of money, Cary, Apex, Morrisville, Research Triangle
Park want to continue their rapid expansion, they need the water but they don’t want to spend the
money to build the wastewater treatment plant on the west side of the county and put the water
back into the Cape Fear River.  I don’t have any problems if they want to use the water, we need
to share water, it is an asset that we all need, I would love for them to share their economic
growth with us down here.  It broke my heart yesterday to hear that Cisco Systems needed water
because they wanted to go from 3,000 employees to 12,000 employees, send them down here
and we can give them a higher quality of living at less cost.  I urge you, if you are going to
allocate the water that they want, require them, require them not a promise, there have already
been delays, they have already laid pipes going the other way, require them to put the water back
in the Cape Fear River to protect us and all the communities down below us.  One final point,
Cary objected because they feel that the requirement to put all the water back into the Cape Fear
River Basin is unreasonable because the study showed no harm in doing so.  Perhaps that is so,
but I think there are a lot of good people who look at that study and who have questions about
who paid for that study and the quality of that study.  Long term assumptions are always subject
to error.  My mother and father graduated from Cary High School, my grandmother still lives in
Cary. I remember as a boy and a teenager being in Cary on Dry Avenue, two blocks from Cary
High School at that point and time, and what Cary was then and what Cary is now could not have
been projected forty years ago.  The Research Triangle Park was not even contemplated until the
late 50s.  If we are planning on water allocations going forth for decades, we need to require the
building of that wastewater treatment plant now, it is only going to be more expensive and we
are only going to meet more resistance as the Triangle grows in power and influence. Thank you.
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Written copy of verbal comments by Rollin Shaw, Fayetteville City Council follow
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Verbal comments by Robert A. Massey, Jr., City of Fayetteville

I want to welcome you to Fayetteville and hope that you enjoy your stay here and I want to thank
you because the decision that you make will have some generational impacts on this community.
I am Robert Massey, a member of the Fayetteville City Council, and as serving as a chair for the
Environmental Conservation Committee appointed by our Mayor Milo McBride, I want to first
of all thank you for hearing the citizens who have come to this public hearing.  Your
responsibilities as members of the Environmental Management Commission are great, the
decisions you make have the potential to affect hundreds and thousands of our people for
generations to come.  I stand before you today asking that the proposal for increasing interbasin
transfer of the water be denied.  My reasons are very simple, in my years of public service I have
seen that the effective value of compromise is very important.  I know that compromise is not
always easily reached, but when it can be all parties can benefit.  There need not be in matters of
great importance, such as that bring us here today, winners and losers.  There can be and ought to
be whenever possible, winners and winners.  It seems to me that in this manner there are
considerations involving such diverse factors as population growth, political power, water supply
pools, environmental impact statements, wastewater facilities, millions of gallons of water per
day, water cubic feet per seconds.  It is a complex matter but never the less it is one that certainly
can be resolved in a way that considers the needs and expectations of all the citizens of this
region, both in Cary and in Cumberland County.  My understanding is that currently Cary and
Apex takes about 16 million gallons per day from the Cape Fear River Basin discharging that
water into the Neuse River Basin.  Their request for an increased amount by 11 more million
gallons per day is what brings me here this day.  I am a reasonable person and as I represent
reasonable people in this community, if there is truly a pressing need to temporarily increase the
amount of water taken from the Cape Fear River Basin and you experts think this can be done
without harming those of us who are downstream then so be it, but I did say temporarily.  A
permanent increase beyond that which is currently in place can not be cheerfully accepted by this
community.  Furthermore I suggest a basis for compromise will be found in a look at the reasons
why the water taken from our river basin isn’t being returned to that basin.  Surely there are ways
to correct that.  It might involve a significant capital investment by Wake County, but such is
often the price of explosive growth and development, there is no such animal as a free lunch.  As
we have all learned there may or may not be free solutions to the needs for more water.  Please
add my voice and the voice of our constituents to those who appeal to you today to deny that
increase over a long-term basis of that additional water.  Thank you.
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Verbal comments  by Senator Larry Shaw follow

Good evening ladies and gentlemen.  Am I talking to the Commissioners or the members of
DENR?
Green: Commissioners
Commissioners good evening, we are glad to have you here.  As you can see we have quite a
turnout here, I am very impressed to see that people are so concerned about the water issues.
Commissioner I have a 15 page presentation but I won’t bore you with it, but I would like to
leave it for the record sir.  I would like to make a few comments if I may.  You have heard over
and over again how pressing, urgent and critical this need is by many of the presenters here
today.  I can only add to that because we feel that this is really a miscarriage of justice here.  We
don’t think that Cary went about this in the right way and that they were very heavy handed in
moving forward with those projects without looking at the other side of the coin and for that
reason I stand to to ask you to deny the request for the permit.  I would also like to read that this
is what I do think is reasonable and I would like to read from your December 14 meeting of the
year 2000.  This is one of your action items on page 3.  The Commission is considering and
seeking comments on 3 options with regard to the interbasin transfer request.  The options in no
particular order are:

A. Grant the certificate for the 27 mgd per day interbasin transfer request
B. Deny the 27 mgd per day interbasin transfer request
C. Grant the certificate to include any conditions necessary to achieve the purpose of the

statute or to provide mitigation measures
The public is invited to comment on the policy condition or to suggest any other condition that
they feel is appropriate.  Go ahead and outline these things:  you are speaking one to allow the
maximum day interbasin transfer amount of 27 mgd until 2010 but reduce it to 16 mgd after
2010.  We don’t think that this is really practical nor reasonable for them to go to the trouble and
extreme and have 10 years of operating at this level and then reduce it.  As we all know the
population is going to continue to grow, so we don’t think that this is feasible at all.  Require
Cary and Apex to have a wastewater plant discharging to the Cape Fear River online by 2010.
This I think goes to the heart of the matter and what everyone here is saying today.  There are 3
or 4 other options that you give but this one seems to have some type of sound of fairplay to it.
We think that if they had really had serious inclinations to do this they would have expressed
those in good faith steps by now.  They mentioned they were going to do this in 1999 and then
2000 and then in 2001, they still have not done it and are no where near.  I don’t think their
required land nor drawing plans, let alone contracts, so we think at the very least and I think this
community has been very practical about this from what I am hearing, you are talking about a
community that is impacted by the Cape Fear River Basin that is about 1.2 million population
and covering about 25 counties.  That is quite a large number of people to be impacting along the
Cape Fear Basin and by the year 2010 the population is expected to be about 1.5 million.  We
hope that you are hearing us and we are not being very practical here but we think that at a
minimum they need to make a commitment to have this wastewater plant on stream quick, fast
and in a hurry because this is not, the water problems get critical and critical as the years go on.
We have a population boom and we looked at the 1990 census and the 2000 census and we have
a million plus people in North Carolina, guess where they are all at, take a guess, you want to
take a guess, I think we know where they are.  Yes sir, they are all up stream, about 40% of them
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are right up around Wake, that whole area up there right up stream from us.  That is a very
attractive area, but that is okay to, we can appreciate that, but don’t deny us our growth and when
PWC comes to you for water request, when they came in 1997 they were denied flat.  At the
same time Holly Springs, which is up the road, and I think there might have been one other town,
they got 2 million gallons per day increase.  Let’s be a bit more fair play, we are trying to fairly,
PWC is trying to plan, we need you be more sensitive to what is going on downstream.  I could
stand here and bore you with a lot of other information, but I won’t do that but I would like to
make an appeal to our City Council. This is an opportunity to look at this thing for what it is,
God blessed the child that has its own.  We have the Cape Fear running by us everyday, we need
dig a big hole and put a lot of it on the side for future needs because that is the only way to
ensure our growth and prosperity down the road, it is called a reservoir and by the way you could
also use it for hydroelectric if you have your mind to it.  I want to thank you coming to
Fayetteville first of all, this is highly unusual.  We are not here to beat you up, none of us are, I
think everything is done in the right spirit, but we want you to listen to what we are saying and
hear what we are saying and we are not being very impractical here but we would like for them
to make a commitment if they are going to get the water, we think this is a shotgun marriage
here.
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Written copy of verbal comments by Representative Marvin W. Lucas, Cumberland
County

Gentlemen I am Marvin Lucas and I represent the 17th House District here in Cumberland
County.  Indeed it is my pleasure to greet you and welcome you to Cumberland County. As you
can see this is a very friendly gregarious group, but they do mean business.
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Verbal comments by Lee Warren, Chairman, Cumberland County Board of
Commissioners

My name is Lee Warren, I am Chairman of the Cumberland County Board of Commissioners.
Thank you for allowing us to speak here this evening.  My address is 2443 River Road.  My
home and barn, and horses, and cows and goats are approximately 900 feet from the Cape Fear
River.  The well that my family drinks water from is approximately 11 ½ feet deep.  Most of my
neighbors are in a similar situation.  If you don’t get good surface water you have to go down
between 350 and 450-foot layers of rock to get water.  It is extremely expensive, cost prohibited
and it is one that residents and farmers have a hard time justifying.  We have 307,000 citizens of
Cumberland County, 661 square miles.  Our greatest natural resource is the Cape Fear River, it is
the harp blood of Cumberland County.  It runs right down the middle of it like a beautiful ribbon.
All we ask you to do is do the right thing.  We respectfully ask that you deny the request for the
interbasin transfer. There are very few necessities of life, food, shelter, and a clean and abundant
supply of water.  That is one that is of grave concern to us here.  We don’t ask that you not allow
Cary not to use the water from the Cape Fear River Basin, all we ask you to do is return it to the
Cape Fear River Basin. The 25 county, 2 plus million people that live downstream of Cary in the
Cape Fear River Basin do not have the political clout that Wake County has, we recognize that
fact.  We do have some of the most caring, wonderful citizens, neighbors that you have ever seen
and all we ask you to do is the reasonable thing and have the water put back into the Cape Fear
River Basin. Thank you.
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Written copy of verbal comments by Commissioner Greg Taylor, Bladen County follows
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Verbal comments by Commissioner Tal Baggett, Cumberland County

Mr. Chairman thank you for coming to Cumberland County, we are delighted to have each of
you here visiting with us and you have not fallen into a hornets nest, I know it may seem like that
but this is a very hospitable community and we are delighted to have you here.  I am Tal Baggett,
I serve on the County Commissioners here and I can tell you my dream along with 6 other
Commissioners is for a county wide water and sewer system.  We do not have a countywide
sewer system, we are currently underway in the planning and the proposing of the financing for
such a system.  That system is very important to the well being and to the economic growth of
this community.  For Cary to be allowed to withdraw water and to transfer it into any other basin
other than from where they are taking it could very well deny us Mr. Chairman the right to have
water in the future where we need it in Cumberland County.  Our County has a plentiful supply
of ground water as Mr. Warren has told you, you can go 10 or 12 feet and you can locate an
adequate supply, but Mr. Chairman, I tell you it is full iron, magnesia, full of other particles
some of which may be pollutants and I don’t think it is safe for our neighbors and our friends to
continue to drink water when it comes from shallow wells, many of which do not meet
specifications.  Mr. Chairman I ask you to deny the petition and I simply ask you which is more
important a green lawn in Cary or a thirsty child in Cumberland County?  Thank you.
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Written copy of verbal comments by Linda Lee Allen, Fayetteville Area Economic
Development Corporation

I want to thank you for caring enough to come to Cumberland County tonight to hear our
concerns and I am wearing 2 hats.  First of all my husband Marvin and I are small business
people in this county.  Let me tell you the SBA (Small Business Administration) defines a small
business as 500 or less employees.  Let me clarify when I say small business in Cumberland
County, for us 75% of all businesses in this county employ 10 or less people, so when I say small
business, I mean really small.  You are our only advocate, you are the only body that we can
depend on to protect our resources in this community.  We small business people can not afford
the lobbyists, we can’t afford the lawyers, we can not afford to move if resources dry up on us
here.  On behalf of the thousands of small business owners here who are trying to make a living,
you are our only resource to protect us.  The other hat that I am wearing is that I am the volunteer
Chairman of the Fayetteville Area Economic Development Corporation.
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Verbal comments by Patricia Keller

Good evening, thank you for coming and listening to us.  I am a simple citizen but some years
ago I read a book called the Cadillac Desert and it talked about the American West and its
disappearing water.  It looks like we have the same problem coming up.  100 years ago there was
a place called Owen Valley in California where the Pioads Indians started irrigating and they had
abundant crops.  When the settlers came in they ran the Pioads off or killed them and took over
and then the people down in the Los Angeles area that wanted to expand came up and got the
water rights from the people up there and took the water down to Los Angeles and the farms
dried up.  I feel that we have somewhat the same problem here, that the people up north in
Raleigh and that area now want the water.  Is Cary and Apex, are they in the area that contributes
to Jordan Lake, contributes water, because even using it they may be taking water that should be
coming down to Fayetteville, Wilmington, and the other cities downstream.  I really feel that
people should be more aware, I tried to talk to a number of people about coming to this meeting,
but they didn’t really know what it was about.  Water is important to everybody whether they
own a home or don’t, so I really just want to say that the ordinary citizens need to be aware that
they should be heard like I am trying to be heard. Thank you all for coming because there is a
much better turnout than I expected.

Verbal comments by Mike Koivisto, Town of Morrisville

Good evening, my name is Mike Koivisto and I am the Assistant Town Manager for the Town of
Morrisville.  My comments are going to go in a slightly different direction.  I am here in support
of the proposed interbasin transfer from the Haw River to the Neuse River.  The Town of
Morrisville is a rapidly growing municipality, between 1997 and 2000 the Towns population
more than tripled from 2100 citizens to approximately 7000 citizens.  Projections indicate that
the population will increase almost 4 times by 2030 to an estimated population of 27,000.
During this period of recent growth Morrisville has implemented water restrictions to help
conserve the available water supply and has also worked closely with the Town of Cary to
educate and inform citizens of the importance of water conservation.  A great deal of
Morrisville’s growth has occurred due to its proximity to Research Triangle Park.  RTP provides
a wealth of high paying jobs and is internationally recognized for cutting edge research and
development.  Many of the people who work in RTP have chosen to live in the Towns of
Morrisville, Cary, and Apex.  In order to provide a reliable drinking water source for our citizens
and to encourage growth within the RTP area to benefit all of North Carolina, it is imperative
that this interbasin transfer request of an increase of 27 mgd per day be granted.  Thank you for
the opportunity to comment.

Verbal comments by Larry B. Norris, Fayetteville Technical Community College

I am Larry Norris, I am a citizen of Cumberland County, also I am President of Fayetteville
Technical Community College.  I have brief comments. First of all thank you for the opportunity
to speak and also for holding the hearing here in Cumberland County.  Fayetteville Technical
Community College, which is the 2nd largest community college in the North Carolina system,
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has 2 primary missions:  they are developing the work force and improving the quality of living
for the citizens of Fayetteville and Cumberland County North Carolina.  Our critical role is the
development of the work force is to help grow the economy of our service area, vital to that role
is providing graduates with the essential skills to serve existing industries and businesses and to
assist in recruiting new industries, particularly in high tech and emerging technologies.  As a low
wealth county, Cumberland struggles to expand and diversify its economy, particularly in
fostering a climate for industrial and business development.  Our location on Interstate 95 and
near Interstate 40 makes Cumberland County a prime location for economic investment.  Our
ability to provide necessary infrastructure for potential industry as well as assist existing industry
and their expansion must not be compromised by potential loss of invaluable resources like the
water in the Cape Fear River.  In addition the renewal of our downtown depends greatly on the
development of the waterfront and the river is also essential to the growth and expansion of the
Cape Fear Botanical Garden.  While statistical data and models may show that diversion of
additional millions of gallons of water each day from the river may have no permanent short
term effects on the health of the river and its ability to provide water at current demand, we
question the accuracy of such data and models for long term impacts.  Commonsense says if you
take the water out of the river you should return it.  Though we have been labeled as “chicken
little” because of our concerns and our objections to this additional transfer, we believe that such
transfers will have significant long term negative effects on the quality and availability of water
for our community and we respectfully request that the transfer be denied.

Verbal comments by Walter Moorman, Retired Professional Engineer

Good evening, welcome to Fayetteville.  By the end of this hearing you will have heard many of
the same things over and over and perhaps that is good to have that repetition because the points
are well made.  It is interesting and ironical that the citizens of Fayetteville who led the fight to
get B. Everett Jordan Lake, at the time it was new hope, built and established for years are now
in the role of trying to protect the water that was developed by constructing the dam.  In the early
years of the fight our primary concern was flood control, and we accomplished that by lowering
the undergive of the flood level by 9 feet.  Now we find ourselves in the position of trying to
hold the water in the river that is justifiably ours.  In recent years we have found that in spite of
the best management practices of those who regulate the water coming from the dam or the lake
we have already had periods where there was a threat of reduced water supply in the Cape Fear
River and threatened the supply to Fayetteville and Cumberland County.  As a professional
engineer surveyor we had the privilege in my firm of working for the Corps of Engineers in the
early stages of New Hope now B. Everett Jordan, we surveyed the roads, the railroads, the upper
pool level, the lower pool level, we worked up there for years.  All the time we were working I
attended a number of hearings where all these pool levels that you have seen in the slides were
described and literally we have a drain that we would have to worry about the pool levels for our
water supply being threatened by those and attempting to put it into another watershed, another
river basin.  We assumed all along that communities in the watershed would have use for the
water and would return it properly treated to the streams within the Cape Fear River Basin.  Up
to this point it has generally been done.  This is only right and reasonable and we ask that you
stick to that basic principle.  You notice at the public hearing and in the slide you showed a
number of conditions for conditions that may be incorporated into the approval process.  I can
see that may be the best that we get.  We naturally would like for you to deny the request all
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together, but I don’t see that in the cards.  Therefore I request that you include al 4 of those
conditions as binding in any approval that is given for the interbasin transfer.  Again I thank you
for coming to Fayetteville.

Verbal comments by John McCowley, Southeastern Regional Economic Development
Commission

Gentlemen thank you for coming.  My name is John McCowley, I am an average everyday
ordinary citizen in Fayetteville.  I am a member of the Southeastern Regional Economic
Development Commission which is funded by the Legislator and is given the task of trying to
recruit industry to this region.  I appear before you today in no official capacity.  A lot of my
friends and neighbors have appeared here and they have been considerably more diplomatic than
I intend to be because it is just my nature.  I have been involved in this since 1997 and I had the
pleasure of being a part of the legal team that represented PWC at that time when this issue was
first brought about.  I believe then that the fix was in, I believe that today the fix is in.  I am not a
water scientist, I am not a hydrologist, but I did read a book called Everything I Need to Know I
Learned in Kindergarten.  What you borrow, you give back.  It is just that simple.  The fact that
we have gone through lots of expense and years of time is an indication that Cary has no
intention of building a facility, they have no intention of spending their money and I agree with
this gentleman, they have experienced fantastic growth.  With that growth has come a lot of tax
revenue, and they can afford to build a sewage treatment facility and everyone there knows it and
everyone here knows it.  It is a simple fact.  The truth is they don’t want to do it because it is
cheaper to spend their money on politics and come down here and get the results they want ad
that is what they intend to do.  I believe this process is inherently designed to give them an
advantage, I think they obviously perceive that or they would not be spending millions of dollars
to get ready for what they believe to be a foregone conclusion.  As a citizen of Fayetteville and a
citizen of North Carolina I am disappointed in the process itself and I am disappointed in our
neighbors upstream that they are that inconsiderate of these fine people because they need water
to drink and they need things for their families and their children and their grandchildren and it is
just not a complicated matter and I don’t believe you need to be a scientist to figure this one out.
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Written copy of verbal comments by Bill Coleman, Town of Cary
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Written copy of verbal comments by John E. Pechman, North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission
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Written copy of verbal comments by  Milo McBryde, City of Fayetteville
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Written copy of verbal comments by Charles Holt
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Hearing Officer:  Leo Green

Before we let Mr. Martin start, we are about 1/3 of the way through the people that would like to
make comments.  I notice in our stack here that we have 3 or 4 people that made comments at the
Raleigh hearing last night, we would encourage you to let that be your record for this hearing and
not make the same comments tonight.  I will not call your name unless you have a strong
objection to that.

Verbal comments by W. Steve Martin, AIA, Fayetteville State University

Good evening gentlemen, my name is Steve Martin, I am the University Architect for
Fayetteville State University. First I would like to welcome you to Fayetteville but in particular I
would like to welcome you to Fayetteville State University.  You have heard comments from
Senator Rand, Senator Shaw, Mrs. Tally and we at Fayetteville State we share these concerns,
particularly in the belief that the water taken from the Cape Fear River Basin needs to be
returned to the Cape Fear River Basin.  That is a very self-serving interest for the University in
that we want to protect our potential growth.  We have heard a lot tonight about growth down
through the years, I am here to say that the growth is here this year.  This University, founded in
1867 is the 2nd oldest institution of higher learning in the State.  We have a very diverse
population here and as part of the bond package that passed in November Fayetteville State
University and my Department in particular is overseeing $45.5 million worth of construction,
that is on this campus alone.  As part of an economic impact we have an estimated annual
economic impact of over $105 million per year.  We intend to expand our enrollment by 50% by
2008, that is just around the corner.  We share these concerns and beliefs that water taken from
the basin needs to be returned to the basin.  We believe that Fayetteville State University is a
good neighbor and we want to be a fair neighbor to those up north with the stipulation that what
they take from us, they return to us.  Thank you.

*Due to poor recording, Division of water Resources was unable to transcribe verbal comments
following W. Steve Martin. The speakers are (in order):

ü Mick Noland*
Margaret Dickson*

ü Sharon Valentine*
ü Denny Shaffer*
ü David Cooke*
ü Maria Kliess*
ü Rudolph Singleton*
ü Thorton Rose*

Clinton Harris*
Peggy Vick*
Jose Cardona*

ü Neil Smith*
Walter Vick*
Edward Williams*
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ü Bob Cogswell*
ü Jimmy Kizer*
ü Don Broadwell*

Marcia Mackethan*
Steven Lawrence*

ü Douglas Modde*
ü Carlos Zukowski*

Alfred Rose*

Speakers who did not submit written copies of their verbal comments were contacted by letter,
email and phone.  DWR requested a written copy of their verbal statements or a written copy of
any comments they might want to include in lieu of their spoken comments. Check mark (3)
indicates those speaker from whom we received written comments (either at the hearing or
following the hearing).
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Written copy of verbal comments by Mick Noland, Fayetteville Public Works Commission



North Carolina Division of Water Resources IV - 50 Jordan Lake Water Supply Storage Allocations Round Two
Environmental Management Commission and Proposed Increase in Interbasin Transfer

Hearing Officers’ Report – May 2001



North Carolina Division of Water Resources IV - 51 Jordan Lake Water Supply Storage Allocations Round Two
Environmental Management Commission and Proposed Increase in Interbasin Transfer

Hearing Officers’ Report – May 2001



North Carolina Division of Water Resources IV - 52 Jordan Lake Water Supply Storage Allocations Round Two
Environmental Management Commission and Proposed Increase in Interbasin Transfer

Hearing Officers’ Report – May 2001



North Carolina Division of Water Resources IV - 53 Jordan Lake Water Supply Storage Allocations Round Two
Environmental Management Commission and Proposed Increase in Interbasin Transfer

Hearing Officers’ Report – May 2001



North Carolina Division of Water Resources IV - 54 Jordan Lake Water Supply Storage Allocations Round Two
Environmental Management Commission and Proposed Increase in Interbasin Transfer

Hearing Officers’ Report – May 2001

Margeret Dickson : Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the
requested written statement.
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Sharon Valentine
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Denny Shaffer
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David Cooke
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Lee Maria Kliess
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Rudolph Singleton:
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Thorton Rose:
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Clinton Harris: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the requested
written statement.

Peggy Vick: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the requested
written statement.

Jose Cardona: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the requested
written statement.
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Neil Smith
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Walter Vick: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the
requested written statement

Edward L. Williams: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the
requested written statement
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Bob Cogswell
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Jimmy Kizer
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Don Broadwell, Sr
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Marcia Mackethan: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the requested
written statement

Steven Lawrence: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the requested
written statement
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Douglas Modde
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Carlos Zukowski
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Alfred Rose: Had problems with the recorder and did not receive the requested written
statement

The rest of the hearing was not transcribed because of problems with the recording
equipment..


